
Thomas Dudley: The Second Governor of
Massachusetts: A Comprehensive Exploration
of His Life and Work
Early Life and Education

Thomas Dudley was born in Northampton, England in 1576. His father, also
named Thomas Dudley, was a prominent lawyer and landowner. Dudley
received a classical education at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he
studied under the renowned theologian William Perkins. Dudley's education
had a profound impact on his religious beliefs, instilling in him a deep
commitment to Puritanism.

Career in England

After graduating from Cambridge, Dudley embarked on a career in law. He
became a successful attorney and held various public offices, including
Sheriff of Northamptonshire and Justice of the Peace. Dudley's Puritan
beliefs often brought him into conflict with the established church and the
authorities. He was imprisoned several times for his religious views.
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Puritan Exodus to Massachusetts

In the 1620s, Dudley became involved with the Massachusetts Bay
Company, a group of Puritan investors seeking to establish a new colony in
North America. Dudley was elected as one of the company's first overseers
and played a key role in planning the expedition. In 1630, Dudley and his
family sailed to Massachusetts on the Arbella, one of the four ships that
carried the Puritan colonists.

Political Leadership in Massachusetts

Upon arriving in Massachusetts, Dudley immediately assumed a position of
leadership in the colony. He served as Deputy Governor under John
Winthrop and was elected Governor for the first time in 1634. During his
tenure as Governor, Dudley oversaw the establishment of a new
government, the drafting of laws, and the construction of public works. He
also maintained strict religious discipline and imposed harsh punishments
on those who deviated from Puritan orthodoxy.

Dudley's governorship was marked by several controversies. He clashed
with Roger Williams, a Puritan minister who criticized the religious policies
of the colony. Dudley also fought against efforts to grant voting rights to
those who were not members of the Puritan church.

Later Career and Legacy

Dudley served as Governor of Massachusetts on three separate occasions:
1634-1635, 1640-1641, and 1645-1653. In 1653, he was replaced as
Governor by Richard Bellingham. Dudley continued to hold positions of
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influence in the colony, including Deputy Governor and Major-General. He
died in Roxbury, Massachusetts on July 31, 1653, at the age of 77.

Thomas Dudley left behind a significant legacy. He was a key figure in the
founding of Massachusetts and helped to shape its political and religious
institutions. His strict Puritan beliefs, while controversial at the time, had a
lasting impact on the development of New England society. Dudley is
remembered as a stern and uncompromising leader who played a pivotal
role in the early history of America.

Personal Life and Family

Thomas Dudley was married twice. His first wife, Dorothy Yorke, died in
1643. He had seven children with her. In 1644, he married Katherine
Bradstreet, a noted poet and daughter of Governor Simon Bradstreet. They
had four children together.

Timeline of Key Events

Year Event

1576 Born in Northampton, England

1592 Enters Emmanuel College, Cambridge

1603 Begins a career in law

1620s Becomes involved with the Massachusetts Bay Company

1630 Sails to Massachusetts on the Arbella

1634 Elected Governor of Massachusetts for the first time



Year Event

1635–1640 Serves as Deputy Governor

1640–1641 Elected Governor of Massachusetts for the second time

1645–1653 Elected Governor of Massachusetts for the third time

1653 Dies in Roxbury, Massachusetts

Additional Resources

* Thomas Dudley: Massachusetts Historical Society * Thomas Dudley:
Second Governor of Massachusetts: New England Historical Society *
John Winthrop and the Puritan Migration to America: History.com
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