
The William and Bettye Nowlin: Bolivian
Activist Life in Art History and Culture
William and Bettye Nowlin were a husband and wife team of American
artists and activists who lived and worked in Bolivia for over 50 years. They
were known for their commitment to social justice and their work to promote
Bolivian art and culture.
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Early Lives and Meeting

William Nowlin was born in 1919 in Iowa. He studied art at the University of
Iowa and later at the Art Students League in New York City. Bettye Nowlin
was born in 1920 in Oklahoma. She studied art at the University of
Oklahoma and later at the Art Institute of Chicago.
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The couple met in 1943 while they were both working as artists in New York
City. They married in 1945 and soon after moved to Bolivia.

Life in Bolivia

The Nowlins lived in Bolivia from 1947 to 2001. They lived in various cities,
including La Paz, Cochabamba, and Sucre. They worked as artists,
teachers, and activists.

The Nowlins were committed to social justice and worked to promote the
rights of the poor and indigenous people of Bolivia. They were active in the
Bolivian labor movement and the fight for democracy. They also worked to
promote Bolivian art and culture.

Artistic Work

The Nowlins were both accomplished artists. William Nowlin was a painter
and printmaker. He was known for his landscapes and portraits of Bolivian
people. Bettye Nowlin was a textile artist and weaver. She was known for
her tapestries and weavings that depicted scenes of Bolivian life.

The Nowlins' art was often used to promote social justice and to celebrate
Bolivian culture. Their work is represented in collections around the world,
including the Museum of Modern Art in New York City and the Tate Modern
in London.

Activism

The Nowlins were active in the Bolivian labor movement and the fight for
democracy. They were also involved in the struggle for indigenous rights
and the promotion of Bolivian art and culture.



The Nowlins were members of the Bolivian Communist Party. They were
arrested and imprisoned several times for their political activities. However,
they never gave up their commitment to social justice.

Legacy

The William and Bettye Nowlin were important figures in Bolivian art history
and culture. Their work helped to raise awareness of Bolivia and its people.
They were also pioneers in the use of art to promote social justice.

The Nowlins' legacy continues to inspire artists and activists in Bolivia and
around the world.

Additional Resources

The William and Bettye Nowlin Museum of Art

William Nowlin at the Tate Modern

Bettye Nowlin at the Museum of Modern Art
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...

The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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