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Amidst the rolling hills and tranquil waters of Sylvan Heights, there lived an
extraordinary man whose life was intertwined with the fate of countless
feathered creatures. Howard Fogg, affectionately known as the "Waterfowl
Man of Sylvan Heights," dedicated his life to preserving and rehabilitating
injured waterfowl, leaving an enduring legacy in the field of conservation.

A Passion Ignited

Fogg's passion for waterfowl began at a tender age. Growing up on a farm
in Iowa, he witnessed firsthand the struggles faced by injured birds. His
compassionate heart and unwavering determination led him to establish
Sylvan Heights Bird Park in 1971, a sanctuary dedicated to the care and
rehabilitation of orphaned, injured, and abandoned waterfowl.
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Pioneering Techniques

Fogg's approach to waterfowl rehabilitation was groundbreaking. He
developed innovative techniques that revolutionized the care of these
delicate creatures. One of his most notable contributions was the use of
surrogate mothers to foster orphaned ducklings and goslings. This method
mimicked the natural nesting behavior of waterfowl and significantly
improved their survival rates.

Fogg's dedication extended beyond individual birds. He recognized the
importance of preserving entire habitats and worked tirelessly to protect
wetlands and other critical waterfowl breeding grounds. His efforts
contributed to the recovery of endangered species such as the Trumpeter
Swan and the Whooping Crane.
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A Legacy of Impact

Over the course of his life, Fogg rehabilitated over 100,000 waterfowl. His
work not only saved countless individual birds but also had a profound
impact on the conservation of waterfowl populations worldwide. His
techniques and protocols have been adopted by wildlife rehabilitators
around the globe, ensuring the continuation of his legacy.

Beyond his direct conservation efforts, Fogg inspired countless individuals
with his unwavering dedication and passion for wildlife. He shared his
knowledge and experience through educational programs, publications,
and public speaking engagements, fostering a greater appreciation for the
beauty and fragility of the natural world.

A Living Legacy

Today, Sylvan Heights Bird Park continues to thrive as a testament to
Fogg's vision. The park is home to a wide variety of waterfowl species,
including many that were once endangered. Visitors can witness firsthand
the extraordinary work that Fogg initiated, and learn about the importance
of conservation and environmental stewardship.



The Waterfowl Man's Enduring Spirit

Howard Fogg, the Waterfowl Man of Sylvan Heights, passed away in 2019,
leaving behind an enduring legacy in the world of conservation. His
passion, dedication, and pioneering spirit continue to inspire those who
work tirelessly to protect and preserve the beauty and diversity of life on
Earth.

In the words of Howard Fogg himself, "If we can save one bird, we can
save a species. And if we can save a species, we can save the planet." His
unwavering commitment to the well-being of waterfowl and the preservation
of their habitats serves as a timeless reminder of the profound impact that
one person can make on the world.
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