
The Story of My Life: An Annotated Journey
Through the Autobiography of Helen Keller

The Story of My Life is an autobiography written by Helen Keller, an
American author, political activist, and lecturer who was deaf and blind from
a young age. The book was first published in 1903 and has since been
translated into more than 50 languages. It is considered one of the most
inspiring autobiographies ever written and has been praised for its insights
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into the human condition, the power of education, and the importance of
perseverance.
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In this annotated version of The Story of My Life, I have provided footnotes
and commentary to help readers understand the historical context of the
book, the significance of Keller's experiences, and the impact that her work
has had on the world.

Chapter 1: Childhood

The opening chapter of The Story of My Life introduces readers to Helen
Keller and her early childhood. Keller was born in 1880 in Tuscumbia,
Alabama. She was a healthy baby, but at the age of 19 months, she
contracted scarlet fever, which left her deaf and blind.

Keller's early years were full of challenges. She was unable to
communicate with her family and friends, and she often felt isolated and
alone. However, Keller's parents were determined to give her the best
possible education, and they hired a teacher named Anne Sullivan to work
with her.
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Sullivan developed a system of communication using sign language and
braille, and she slowly began to teach Keller about the world around her.
Keller's progress was remarkable, and she eventually learned to read,
write, and speak.

Chapter 2: Education

In the second chapter of The Story of My Life, Keller describes her
education at the Perkins School for the Blind in Boston. Keller attended
Perkins from 1890 to 1894, and she studied a wide range of subjects,
including English, history, science, and mathematics.

Keller's education at Perkins was transformative. She learned how to read
and write, and she developed a love of learning that would stay with her for
the rest of her life. Keller also made many friends at Perkins, and she
began to feel like she belonged in the world.

Chapter 3: College

In the third chapter of The Story of My Life, Keller describes her college
years at Radcliffe College. Keller attended Radcliffe from 1899 to 1904,
and she was the first deaf and blind person to earn a bachelor's degree.

Keller's college years were challenging, but she persevered and graduated
with honors. Keller's success at Radcliffe was a major breakthrough for
people with disabilities, and it helped to pave the way for greater
opportunities for people with disabilities in education and employment.

Chapter 4: Activism

In the fourth chapter of The Story of My Life, Keller describes her work as a
political activist and lecturer. Keller began her activism in the early 1900s,



and she quickly became a leading advocate for the rights of people with
disabilities.

Keller spoke out against discrimination against people with disabilities, and
she worked to improve access to education, employment, and healthcare
for people with disabilities. Keller's activism was instrumental in the
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990, which prohibits
discrimination against people with disabilities in employment, housing,
public accommodations, transportation, and telecommunications.

The Story of My Life is an inspiring and powerful autobiography that has
had a profound impact on the world. Keller's story is a testament to the
power of education, the importance of perseverance, and the limitless
potential of the human spirit.

Keller's work as a political activist has helped to create a more inclusive
and equitable world for people with disabilities. Her legacy continues to
inspire people around the world to overcome adversity and achieve their
dreams.
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Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
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California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
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