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Luis de Carvajal was a Spanish mystic and religious leader who was
accused of heresy by the Mexican Inquisition. He was burned at the stake
in 1596, becoming one of the most famous victims of the Inquisition in
Mexico.

Carvajal was born in Spain in 1553. He was a devout Catholic from a
young age, and he studied theology at the University of Salamanca. After
graduating, Carvajal returned to his hometown of Seville, where he became
a priest.

In 1591, Carvajal traveled to Mexico to join his brother Baltasar, who was
the governor of the province of Nuevo León. Luis quickly became a popular
preacher and religious leader in Mexico. He founded a number of religious
confraternities, and he was known for his charismatic personality and his
teachings on mysticism.

However, Carvajal's teachings also attracted the attention of the Mexican
Inquisition. The Inquisition was a tribunal established by the Catholic
Church to investigate and punish heresy. In Mexico, the Inquisition was
particularly active in the late 16th century, and it was responsible for the
deaths of hundreds of people accused of heresy.

In 1593, Carvajal was arrested by the Inquisition and charged with heresy.
He was accused of teaching heretical doctrines, such as the belief that the
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soul could be reincarnated. Carvajal denied the charges, but he was
eventually found guilty and sentenced to death.

On February 8, 1596, Carvajal was burned at the stake in Mexico City. His
execution was a public spectacle, and it was attended by thousands of
people. Carvajal's death was a major victory for the Inquisition, and it sent a
clear message that the Church would not tolerate heresy in Mexico.

The story of Luis de Carvajal is a fascinating and tragic tale of faith, power,
and betrayal. It is a reminder of the dark side of religious persecution, and it
sheds light on the complex and often brutal history of the Mexican
Inquisition.

The Mexican Inquisition

The Mexican Inquisition was established in 1571 by King Philip II of Spain.
It was part of a broader effort by the Catholic Church to suppress heresy in
the New World. The Inquisition was a powerful institution, and it had the
authority to arrest, torture, and execute suspected heretics.

The Mexican Inquisition was particularly active in the late 16th century.
During this time, the Inquisition investigated and punished hundreds of
people accused of heresy. The majority of these people were indigenous
Mexicans, who were often accused of practicing their traditional religions.

The Inquisition also targeted Spanish colonists who were suspected of
heresy. These colonists included priests, scholars, and government
officials. Some of the most famous victims of the Mexican Inquisition
included Luis de Carvajal, the Jesuit priest Baltasar de Medina, and the
astronomer Juan de Oñate.



The Mexican Inquisition was eventually abolished in 1820, following the
Mexican War of Independence. However, the legacy of the Inquisition
continues to cast a long shadow over Mexican history.

The Legacy of Luis de Carvajal

Luis de Carvajal is remembered as one of the most famous victims of the
Mexican Inquisition. His execution was a major victory for the Inquisition,
and it sent a clear message that the Church would not tolerate heresy in
Mexico.

However, Carvajal's legacy is not simply one of persecution. He was also a
popular preacher and religious leader, and his teachings continue to inspire
many people today. Carvajal's story is a reminder of the importance of
religious freedom, and it sheds light on the complex and often brutal history
of the Mexican Inquisition.
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