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Dr. Paul Farmer, a physician and anthropologist, dedicated his life to
providing healthcare to the world's poorest and most vulnerable people.
Through his work with Partners In Health (PIH),he established community-
based healthcare systems in Haiti, Rwanda, and other developing
countries. Farmer's legacy continues to inspire countless healthcare
professionals and activists worldwide.

Early Life and Career

Farmer was born in 1959 in North Adams, Massachusetts. He graduated
from Duke University in 1982 and Harvard Medical School in 1987. After
completing his residency in internal medicine at Brigham and Women's
Hospital in Boston, Farmer moved to Haiti in 1987 to work with the Haitian
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Health Foundation, a non-profit organization providing healthcare to the
poor.

In Haiti, Farmer witnessed firsthand the devastating impact of poverty on
health. He saw how people died from preventable diseases such as
tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV/AIDS. He also saw how the lack of access to
healthcare contributed to the cycle of poverty.

In 1987, Farmer co-founded PIH with Ophelia Dahl, an American
philanthropist. PIH's mission was to provide comprehensive healthcare to
the poor in developing countries. Farmer believed that everyone,
regardless of their income or background, deserved access to quality
healthcare.

Partners In Health

PIH's first project was in Cange, a remote village in the Central Plateau of
Haiti. Farmer and his team established a community-based healthcare
system that included a hospital, a clinic, and a community health worker
program. The program provided affordable healthcare to the people of
Cange and surrounding villages.

PIH's success in Cange led to its expansion to other parts of Haiti and
eventually to other developing countries. Today, PIH provides healthcare to
over 1 million people in 11 countries around the world.

PIH's approach to healthcare is based on the principles of social justice
and community empowerment. Farmer believed that healthcare should be
a right, not a privilege. He also believed that communities should be
empowered to take control of their own health.



PIH's programs include a wide range of services, such as primary care,
maternal health, HIV/AIDS care, and tuberculosis treatment. PIH also
works to train local healthcare workers and to strengthen health systems in
developing countries.

Farmer's Legacy

Dr. Paul Farmer died in 2021 at the age of 62. He left behind a legacy of
compassion, dedication, and service to the world's most vulnerable people.

Farmer's work has inspired countless healthcare professionals and activists
around the world. His legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.

Quotes from Dr. Paul Farmer

"The only way to defeat poverty is to defeat disease."

"Healthcare is a human right, not a privilege."

"We are all connected, and we are all responsible for each other."

Dr. Paul Farmer was a visionary leader who dedicated his life to providing
healthcare to the world's poorest and most vulnerable people. His work has
saved countless lives and inspired countless others to dedicate their lives
to serving others.

Farmer's legacy will continue to inspire generations to come. He showed us
that it is possible to make a difference in the world, even in the most
challenging circumstances.
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