
The Pacesetter: The Complete Story
Genesis: The Birth of an Idea

The seeds of the Pacesetter were sown in the mind of visionary engineer
John DeLorean in the late 1960s. DeLorean, then a high-ranking executive
at General Motors, had a bold vision for a new type of automobile, one that
would combine sleek design with cutting-edge technology.

DeLorean's vision took shape at the Pontiac division of GM, where he
assembled a team of talented engineers and designers tasked with
bringing his idea to life. Their goal was to create a car that would not only
turn heads but also redefine the standard for performance and safety.
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The most striking feature of the Pacesetter was its sleek, wedge-shaped
design. DeLorean believed that a car's shape should not only be
aesthetically pleasing but also contribute to its performance. The
Pacesetter's sloping front end and tapered rear end minimized drag,
resulting in improved aerodynamics and fuel efficiency.

The car's exterior was also adorned with distinctive details, such as pop-up
headlights, a glass roof, and a hatchback tailgate. These features gave the
Pacesetter a futuristic and sporty appearance that set it apart from other
vehicles on the road.

Advanced Engineering
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The Pacesetter was equipped with a powerful Wankel rotary engine.

Beneath its stylish exterior, the Pacesetter was packed with advanced
engineering. It was the first American-made car to be powered by a Wankel
rotary engine, a compact and lightweight engine design that offered
exceptional power and fuel economy.

The Pacesetter also featured independent suspension on all four wheels,
ensuring a smooth and responsive ride. Its lightweight chassis and high-
performance brakes provided agile handling and exceptional stopping
power.
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A Safety Pioneer

DeLorean was deeply committed to safety, and the Pacesetter reflected
this priority. It was the first American car to be equipped with both airbags
and crumple zones, safety features that would become standard in the
years to come.

The Pacesetter also featured a robust roll cage and reinforced passenger
compartment, providing unparalleled protection for occupants in the event
of a collision.

The DeLorean DMC-12: The Pacesetter's Legacy
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The DeLorean DMC-12, immortalized in the Back to the Future film franchise, was
heavily influenced by the Pacesetter.

In 1975, DeLorean left GM to establish his own company, the DeLorean
Motor Company. He brought the Pacesetter's design and engineering
concepts with him and incorporated them into the DeLorean DMC-12, a
futuristic sports car that would become an automotive icon.

While the DeLorean DMC-12 did not achieve the commercial success
DeLorean had hoped for, its legacy lived on. Its striking design and
advanced features inspired a generation of car enthusiasts and paved the
way for future automotive innovations.

The Pacesetter's Impact on the Industry
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The Pacesetter was not just another car; it was a revolutionary force that
transformed the automotive industry. Its groundbreaking design, advanced
engineering, and commitment to safety set a new benchmark for
automotive excellence.

The Pacesetter's influence can be seen in countless cars that followed in its
footsteps. Its wedge-shaped design became a staple of sports cars, and its
engineering innovations, such as the Wankel rotary engine and advanced
safety features, became industry standards.

: A Legacy of Innovation
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The Pacesetter was more than just a car; it was a testament to the
ingenuity and vision of its creator, John DeLorean. Its revolutionary design,
advanced engineering, and commitment to safety left an indelible mark on
the automotive industry.

The Pacesetter's legacy continues to inspire car enthusiasts and
automotive engineers to this day. It stands as a reminder of the power of
innovation to transform the world, one car at a time.
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The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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