
The Other Peace Process: Exploring the
Hidden Histories of Women in Peacebuilding
Peacebuilding is often seen as a men's world. From the negotiating table to
the halls of power, women have historically been marginalized from these
processes. Yet, women have always played a vital role in peacebuilding,
often behind the scenes and without recognition.

The Other Peace Process seeks to shed light on the hidden histories of
women in peacebuilding. This article will explore the challenges,
contributions, and transformative potential of women's involvement in
peace processes.
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The Challenges

Women face a number of challenges in participating in peace processes.
These include:
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Stereotypes and prejudice: Women are often seen as being too
emotional or too weak to participate in peacemaking. This can make it
difficult for them to be taken seriously or to have their voices heard.

Lack of access to information and resources: Women often have
less access to information and resources than men. This can make it
difficult for them to participate effectively in peace processes.

Fear and intimidation: Women can be subject to fear and
intimidation, which can make it difficult for them to participate in peace
processes.

The Contributions

Despite the challenges they face, women have made significant
contributions to peacebuilding. These contributions include:

Building trust and relationships: Women are often able to build trust
and relationships more easily than men. This can be essential for
creating a foundation for peace.

Providing a different perspective: Women often have a different
perspective on peace than men. This can be valuable in developing
creative and innovative solutions to conflict.

Promoting inclusivity: Women's involvement in peace processes can
help to make them more inclusive and participatory.

The Transformative Potential

The involvement of women in peace processes has the potential to
transform conflict resolution. By bringing a different perspective, building



trust, and promoting inclusivity, women can help to create more sustainable
and just peace agreements.

There are a number of ways to increase women's participation in peace
processes. These include:

Challenging stereotypes and prejudice: We need to challenge the
stereotypes and prejudice that prevent women from participating in
peace processes. This can be done through education, awareness-
raising, and advocacy.

Increasing access to information and resources: We need to
increase women's access to information and resources so that they
can participate effectively in peace processes. This can be done
through training, mentoring, and networking.

Providing safe and supportive environments: We need to provide
safe and supportive environments for women to participate in peace
processes. This can be done through creating women's caucuses,
providing security measures, and offering counseling and support
services.

By increasing women's participation in peace processes, we can help to
create a more just and sustainable world.
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