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The Odd Couple is a timeless comedy that has entertained audiences
across the globe for decades. Created by Neil Simon, the play debuted on
Broadway in 1965 and has since been adapted into numerous films,
television shows, and even a stage musical.

The story follows two divorced men, Oscar Madison and Felix Unger, who
are forced to live together as roommates. Despite their vastly different
personalities – Oscar is a slovenly sportswriter while Felix is a neurotic neat
freak – they learn to navigate their unique relationship and find an
unexpected bond.
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Oscar Madison

Oscar is a divorced, middle-aged sportswriter who is messy, disorganized,
and set in his ways. He is a creature of habit and enjoys spending his days
watching sports, drinking beer, and gambling on horses. Despite his flaws,
Oscar is a loyal friend and has a good heart.

Felix Unger

Felix is a divorced, middle-aged photographer who is the complete
opposite of Oscar. He is neat, organized, and a germaphobe. Felix is also a
bit of a hypochondriac and is constantly worried about his health. Despite
his quirks, Felix is a caring and conscientious person.
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Felix Unger, the neurotic half of the odd couple.

Themes

The Odd Couple explores a variety of themes, including:

Friendship: Despite their differences, Oscar and Felix are able to form
a deep friendship. Their relationship is a testament to the power of
friendship and the importance of accepting people for who they are.

Marriage and Divorce: The play explores the complexities of
marriage and divorce. Oscar and Felix are both divorced men who are
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trying to rebuild their lives. Their relationship shows that it is possible
to find happiness after divorce.

Cleanliness vs. Chaos: Oscar and Felix represent two extremes
when it comes to cleanliness. Oscar is a slob while Felix is a neat
freak. The play explores the different ways that people approach
cleanliness and how it can affect their relationships.

Adaptations

The Odd Couple has been adapted into numerous films, television shows,
and a stage musical. The most famous film adaptation is the 1968 version
starring Walter Matthau and Jack Lemmon. This film is considered a classic
and has been praised for its performances,
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