
The Last Voyage of the Karluk: A Frozen
Odyssey
The Last Voyage of the Karluk is a harrowing tale of survival and loss in the
frozen Arctic. In 1913, Canadian Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson set
out on an ambitious expedition to explore the Beaufort Sea and Wrangel
Island. The expedition was led by Robert Bartlett, an experienced Arctic
captain, and included a crew of 25 men and a team of scientists.
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The Karluk became trapped in ice just two weeks after leaving port. For
months, the ship drifted with the ice pack, and the crew endured
unimaginable hardships. They battled freezing temperatures, hunger, and
dwindling hope. In June 1914, the Karluk was finally crushed by the ice,
and the crew was forced to abandon ship.

The crew split into three groups and set out on foot across the ice. One
group, led by Stefansson, reached land after a harrowing journey. Another
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group, led by Bartlett, drifted on an ice floe for months before finally being
rescued. The third group, led by Ernest Leffingwell, perished on the ice.

The Last Voyage of the Karluk is a tragic story of human endurance and
the unforgiving nature of the Arctic. It is a reminder of the dangers of polar
exploration and the importance of being prepared for the worst.

The Karluk Expedition

The Karluk expedition was the brainchild of Vilhjalmur Stefansson, a
Canadian Arctic explorer who had already led several successful
expeditions to the Arctic. Stefansson's goal was to explore the Beaufort
Sea and Wrangel Island, two areas that were largely unknown at the time.

The expedition was well-funded and equipped with the latest technology.
The Karluk was a sturdy steamship that was specially designed for Arctic
exploration. The crew included 25 men, including experienced Arctic
sailors, scientists, and a photographer.

The Karluk left port in July 1913 and headed north into the Beaufort Sea.
The expedition made good progress at first, but in September, the ship
became trapped in ice. The Karluk drifted with the ice pack for months, and
the crew endured unimaginable hardships.

Trapped in Ice

As the Karluk drifted with the ice, the crew began to ration their food and
supplies. They also built a series of igloos on the sea ice to provide shelter
from the elements. The crew also spent their time hunting seals and polar
bears for food.



As the months passed, the ice pack became more and more compressed.
The Karluk began to creak and groan, and the crew knew that it was only a
matter of time before the ship would be crushed.

In June 1914, the Karluk was finally crushed by the ice. The crew was
forced to abandon ship and take to the ice floes. The crew split into three
groups and set out on foot across the ice.

The Fate of the Crew

One group, led by Stefansson, reached land after a harrowing journey.
Another group, led by Bartlett, drifted on an ice floe for months before
finally being rescued. The third group, led by Ernest Leffingwell, perished
on the ice.

The Last Voyage of the Karluk is a tragic story of human endurance and
the unforgiving nature of the Arctic. It is a reminder of the dangers of polar
exploration and the importance of being prepared for the worst.

Legacy of the Karluk Expedition

The Last Voyage of the Karluk had a significant impact on Arctic
exploration. The expedition's failure led to a reevaluation of the risks
involved in polar exploration. It also led to the development of new
technologies and techniques for Arctic survival.

The Karluk expedition also helped to raise awareness of the Arctic and its
importance to the global climate system. The expedition's scientific findings
contributed to our understanding of the Arctic environment and its role in
global climate change.



The Last Voyage of the Karluk is a tragic story, but it is also a story of
human courage and resilience. The crew of the Karluk endured
unimaginable hardships, but they never gave up hope. Their story is a
testament to the human spirit and the power of teamwork.

The Karluk trapped in ice in the Beaufort Sea.
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The Karluk crew on an ice floe after the ship was crushed.
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Ernest Leffingwell, leader of the group that perished on the ice.
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