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In the aftermath of the Pearl Harbor attacks on December 7, 1941, the
United States government authorized the forced removal and incarceration
of over 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-thirds of whom were American
citizens. The internees were held in 10 concentration camps scattered
across the western United States, where they lived in overcrowded and
unsanitary conditions, and were subjected to verbal and physical abuse.

The Japanese American internment was a dark chapter in American
history, and the scars of this injustice can still be felt today. The survivors of
the camps have shared their stories of loss, pain, and resilience, and their
experiences serve as a reminder of the dangers of prejudice and
discrimination.

A Haunting Legacy
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The Japanese American internment camps were designed to be isolating
and dehumanizing. The internees were stripped of their possessions, their
freedom, and their dignity. They were forced to live in barracks-like housing,
eat meager rations, and work long hours in the fields or factories. Many of
the internees developed physical and mental health problems as a result of
their confinement.

In addition to the physical and psychological trauma they endured, the
internees also suffered from the loss of their homes, businesses, and
communities. Many of them were never able to fully recover from the
economic and social devastation that the internment caused.

The legacy of the Japanese American internment is a haunting one. The
ghosts of the past continue to linger in the present, in the form of the pain
and suffering that the survivors still carry with them. But the legacy of the
internment is also one of resilience and hope. The survivors have shown us
that even in the darkest of times, the human spirit can prevail.

Stories of Survival

The stories of the Japanese American internment survivors are a testament
to the resilience of the human spirit. Despite the unimaginable hardships
they faced, the internees never gave up hope. They found ways to create
community and support each other, and they fought for their rights and
dignity.

One of the most inspiring stories of survival is that of Yuri Kochiyama.
Kochiyama was a young activist who was interned at the Manzanar camp
in California. After the war, she dedicated her life to fighting for social
justice and racial equality. She was a mentor to Malcolm X and Martin



Luther King Jr., and she continued to speak out against injustice until her
death in 2014.

Another story of survival is that of Mine Okubo. Okubo was an artist who
was interned at the Topaz camp in Utah. While she was in the camp, she
created a series of drawings that depicted the daily life of the internees.
These drawings were later published in a book called Citizen 13660, which
became a powerful indictment of the Japanese American internment.

The stories of Yuri Kochiyama and Mine Okubo are just two examples of
the many inspiring stories of survival that emerged from the Japanese
American internment camps. These stories remind us that even in the
darkest of times, the human spirit can prevail.

Lessons from the Past

The Japanese American internment is a reminder of the dangers of
prejudice and discrimination. It is a lesson that we must never forget, and it
is a lesson that we must continue to teach to future generations.

The internment camps were not an aberration in American history. They
were a product of the same racism and xenophobia that has led to
discrimination against other groups of people throughout history. The
internment camps are a reminder that we must be vigilant in our fight
against prejudice and discrimination, and that we must never allow such a
tragedy to happen again.

The Japanese American internment also teaches us the importance of
resilience and hope. The survivors of the camps endured unimaginable
hardships, but they never gave up hope. They found ways to create



community and support each other, and they fought for their rights and
dignity.

The legacy of the Japanese American internment is a complex one. It is a
story of pain and suffering, but it is also a story of resilience and hope. It is
a lesson that we must never forget, and it is a lesson that we must continue
to teach to future generations.
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