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In December 2022, the remote community of Johnson Landing, British
Columbia, was struck by a series of devastating landslides. The slides
caused significant damage to infrastructure, property, and the local
environment. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the
Johnson Landing landslides, exploring the causes, impacts, and response
efforts.

Causes of the Landslides

The landslides in Johnson Landing were triggered by a combination of
factors, including:

Heavy rainfall: The area had experienced heavy rainfall in the days
leading up to the landslides. The saturated soil was more prone to
slipping.
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Steep slopes: The slopes around Johnson Landing are steep, which
made them more susceptible to landslides.

Weak soil: The soil in the area is composed of loose and
unconsolidated material, which is more likely to slide than solid rock.

Seismic activity: The area is located in a seismically active zone, and
the landslides were likely triggered by an earthquake.

Impacts of the Landslides

The landslides in Johnson Landing caused significant damage to
infrastructure, property, and the local environment. The slides:

Destroyed homes and businesses: Several homes and businesses
were destroyed by the landslides, leaving many residents homeless.

Damaged roads and bridges: The landslides damaged roads and
bridges, making it difficult for residents to get around.

Blocked rivers and streams: The landslides blocked rivers and
streams, causing flooding and damage to fish habitat.

Caused environmental damage: The landslides caused
environmental damage, including the loss of vegetation and soil
erosion.

Response Efforts

The response to the landslides in Johnson Landing was swift and
coordinated. The following organizations were involved in the response
efforts:



Emergency Management BC: EMBC coordinated the response to the
landslides, providing support and resources to affected communities.

Canadian Armed Forces: The CAF provided personnel and
equipment to assist with search and rescue operations, as well as with
the cleanup and recovery efforts.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police: The RCMP provided security and
traffic control for the affected areas.

Local governments: The local governments of Johnson Landing and
the surrounding area provided support to affected residents, including
temporary housing and financial assistance.

The landslides in Johnson Landing were a devastating event that caused
significant damage to the community. However, the response to the
landslides was swift and coordinated, and the community is now working to
recover. The lessons learned from this event will help to improve
preparedness for future landslides in British Columbia and other landslide-
prone areas.
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