
The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody
Will Cuppy's 1950 book, "The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody," is
a humorous and satirical look at the history of mankind, from the dawn of
civilization to the present day. Cuppy's writing is witty and engaging, and he
has a knack for finding the absurd in even the most mundane of historical
events.

The book is divided into 19 chapters, each of which covers a different
period of history. Cuppy begins with the ancient Greeks and Romans, and
he goes on to cover the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment,
and the 19th and 20th centuries.

In each chapter, Cuppy highlights the most ridiculous and over-the-top
aspects of human history. He writes about the ancient Egyptians' belief that
the sun was a giant dung beetle, the Romans' love of gladiatorial contests,
and the medieval church's obsession with witchcraft.
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But Cuppy is not content to simply mock the past. He also has a keen eye
for the absurdities of the present day. He writes about the rise of
advertising, the decline of manners, and the increasing popularity of
television.

"The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody" is a hilarious and thought-
provoking book that will appeal to anyone who enjoys history, satire, or just
plain good writing.

Key Concepts

Satire: Cuppy uses satire to poke fun at the absurdities of human
history.

History: The book covers a wide range of historical periods, from the
ancient world to the present day.

Humor: Cuppy's writing is full of wit and humor.

Characters

Will Cuppy: The author of the book and the narrator of the story.
Cuppy is a witty and sarcastic observer of human history.

Setting

The book takes place in a variety of historical settings, from ancient
Greece to the modern world.

Plot

The book is a series of vignettes that highlight the most ridiculous and
over-the-top aspects of human history. Cuppy begins with the ancient



Greeks and Romans, and he goes on to cover the Middle Ages, the
Renaissance, the Enlightenment, and the 19th and 20th centuries.

Themes

The Absurdity of Human History: Cuppy argues that human history
is full of absurd and ridiculous events.

The Importance of Laughter: Cuppy believes that laughter is
essential for coping with the absurdity of life.

Style

Cuppy's writing is witty and engaging. He has a knack for finding the
absurd in even the most mundane of historical events.

Critical Reception

"The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody" has been praised for its wit,
humor, and originality. It has been compared to the works of Mark Twain
and H.L. Mencken.

Author's Biography

Will Cuppy (1884-1949) was an American humorist and writer. He was best
known for his books "The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody" and
"How to Become Extinct." Cuppy was a master of satire and his writing is
still enjoyed by readers today.

Further Reading

Will Cuppy's Wikipedia page

The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody on Amazon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_Cuppy
https://www.amazon.com/Decline-Fall-Practically-Everybody-Will/dp/0380710096


Will Cuppy's website
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Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
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