
The Complete and Lyrically Annotated
Applause Libretto Library
The American musical is a unique and vibrant art form that has captured
the hearts and imaginations of audiences around the world. From the early
days of vaudeville to the golden age of Broadway, the American musical
has evolved into a complex and sophisticated genre, with a rich history and
a diverse range of styles.
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One of the most important elements of any musical is the libretto, which
provides the foundation for the story, characters, and songs. The libretto is
the blueprint for the musical, and it is essential for understanding the work
as a whole.

The Complete and Lyrically Annotated Applause Libretto Library is a
comprehensive guide to the American musical, featuring over 100 librettos
and their corresponding lyrics. This essential resource provides a wealth of
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information about the history, development, and production of American
musicals, and is a must-have for any fan of the genre.

The Applause Libretto Library is organized chronologically, beginning with
the early days of vaudeville and continuing through the golden age of
Broadway and up to the present day. Each libretto is accompanied by a
detailed that provides background information on the musical, its creators,
and its production history. The s also include a discussion of the libretto's
literary and musical merits, and its place in the history of the American
musical.

In addition to the librettos and s, the Applause Libretto Library also includes
a number of other valuable features, such as:

* A comprehensive index of songs, characters, and productions * A timeline
of the American musical * A glossary of musical terms * A bibliography of
resources on the American musical

The Complete and Lyrically Annotated Applause Libretto Library is the most
comprehensive and authoritative guide to the American musical available
today. It is an essential resource for anyone who loves the American
musical, and it is sure to provide hours of enjoyment and enlightenment.

The History of the American Musical

The American musical has its roots in the early days of vaudeville, when
performers would combine songs, dances, and sketches to create a variety
of entertainment. In the early 20th century, vaudeville began to decline in
popularity, and the American musical emerged as a new form of
entertainment.



The first American musical was The Black Crook, which opened in 1866.
The Black Crook was a huge success, and it helped to pave the way for the
development of the American musical as a legitimate genre.

In the early 20th century, the American musical began to flourish on
Broadway, with shows such as Show Boat, Oklahoma!, and South Pacific.
These musicals were notable for their sophisticated stories, memorable
songs, and innovative choreography.

The golden age of Broadway musicals lasted from the 1940s to the 1960s,
during which time some of the most beloved musicals of all time were
produced, such as West Side Story, My Fair Lady, and The Sound of
Music.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the American musical began to change, with the
rise of rock musicals such as Hair and Jesus Christ Superstar. These
musicals were more experimental and less focused on traditional
storytelling, and they helped to usher in a new era of American musicals.

Today, the American musical continues to evolve, with a wide variety of
styles and genres being represented. From traditional Broadway musicals
to off-Broadway shows and regional productions, there is something for
everyone in the world of American musicals.

The Elements of a Musical

A musical is a complex art form that combines a variety of elements,
including music, lyrics, dialogue, and dance. The libretto is the foundation
for the musical, and it provides the blueprint for the story, characters, and
songs.



The music of a musical is essential for creating the mood and atmosphere
of the show. The songs should be memorable and catchy, and they should
help to advance the story and develop the characters.

The lyrics of a musical are just as important as the music. The lyrics should
be clear and concise, and they should help to tell the story and express the
emotions of the characters.

The dialogue of a musical is used to advance the story and develop the
characters. The dialogue should be natural and believable, and it should
help to create the overall tone of the show.

The dance in a musical is used to enhance the story and create a visual
spectacle. The dance should be exciting and visually appealing, and it
should help to convey the emotions of the characters and the overall mood
of the show.

The Production of a Musical

The production of a musical is a complex process that involves many
different people, including the director, choreographer, musical director, and
cast. The director is responsible for overseeing the overall production of the
show, while the choreographer is responsible for creating the dance
routines. The musical director is responsible for leading the orchestra and
ensuring that the music is performed correctly. The cast is responsible for
bringing the characters to life and singing the songs and dancing the
dances.

The production of a musical can take anywhere from a few months to
several years. The first step is to develop the libretto and the music. Once



the libretto and music are complete, the show is cast and the rehearsals
begin. The rehearsals are a time for the cast and crew to learn the show
and work out the kinks.

Once the rehearsals are complete, the show is ready to open. The opening
night of a musical is always a special event, and it is a time for the cast and
crew to celebrate their hard work.

The production of a musical is a challenging but rewarding experience. It is
a chance to be a part of something special and to create something that will
be enjoyed by audiences for years to come.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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