
The Code, the Evaluation, the Protocols: An
Exploration of Ethical Guidelines in Human
Enhancement Technologies
Human enhancement technologies (HETs) are a rapidly growing field of
research and development, with the potential to significantly improve our
lives. However, the ethical implications of HETs are complex and far-
reaching.

One of the most important ethical issues surrounding HETs is the question
of who should have access to them. Some people argue that HETs should
be available to everyone, regardless of their socioeconomic status or health
condition. Others believe that HETs should only be used to treat serious
medical conditions or to enhance the abilities of people with disabilities.
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Another ethical issue to consider is the potential for HETs to be used for
non-therapeutic purposes, such as to enhance athletic performance or to
create designer babies. This raises concerns about the commodification of
the human body and the potential for a new class of genetically modified
humans.

In order to address these ethical concerns, a number of guidelines and
protocols have been developed for the development and use of HETs.
These guidelines and protocols vary in their scope and stringency, but they
all share a common goal: to ensure that the benefits of HETs are
maximized while the risks are minimized.

One of the most well-known and influential sets of guidelines for HETs is
the "Code of Conduct for the Responsible Development and Use of Gene-
Editing Technologies" developed by the National Academy of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) in 2017. The NASEM code calls for
scientists to exercise caution in the development and use of gene-editing
technologies, and to consider the potential ethical implications of their work.

The NASEM code also calls for public engagement in the development and
use of HETs. This is important because HETs have the potential to impact
all of us, regardless of whether or not we choose to use them. Public
engagement can help to ensure that the development and use of HETs is
transparent and responsive to the needs and values of society.

In addition to the NASEM code, a number of other organizations have
developed guidelines for the development and use of HETs. These include
the World Health Organization (WHO),the United Nations Educational,



Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),and the European
Commission.

The WHO's guidelines for HETs emphasize the importance of safety,
efficacy, and equity. The WHO also calls for the establishment of
international standards for the development and use of HETs.

UNESCO's guidelines for HETs focus on the ethical and social implications
of these technologies. UNESCO calls for the development of a global
framework for the governance of HETs, and for the establishment of ethical
review boards to oversee the development and use of these technologies.

The European Commission's guidelines for HETs are similar to those of the
WHO and UNESCO. The European Commission calls for the development
of a robust regulatory framework for HETs, and for the establishment of
ethical review boards to oversee the development and use of these
technologies.

The development and use of HETs is a complex and rapidly evolving field.
As these technologies continue to develop, it is important to continue to
develop ethical guidelines and protocols to ensure that the benefits of these
technologies are maximized while the risks are minimized.

HETs have the potential to significantly improve our lives. However, the
ethical implications of these technologies are complex and far-reaching. It
is important to develop ethical guidelines and protocols to ensure that the
benefits of HETs are maximized while the risks are minimized.
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