
School Man of the Ozarks: A Legacy of
Education and Empowerment in the Missouri
Mountains
Nestled amidst the rolling hills and pristine forests of the Missouri Ozarks,
School Man of the Ozarks stands as a testament to the transformative
power of education. For over a century, this boarding school has been a
beacon of hope for underprivileged students, providing them with the
knowledge, skills, and opportunities to break the cycle of poverty and
achieve their full potential.
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A Founding Father with a Vision

The school's founder, Dr. John H. Benson, was a visionary educator who
witnessed firsthand the challenges faced by the isolated, impoverished
communities of the Ozarks. In 1906, with a meager $200 and a burning
desire to make a difference, he established School Man of the Ozarks,
initially operating out of a rented cabin.
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Dr. Benson's philosophy was rooted in the belief that all students,
regardless of their background, deserved access to a quality education. He
emphasized the importance of academic excellence, practical life skills,
and a strong work ethic. He also instilled in his students a spirit of
community involvement and a deep appreciation for the beauty of the
Ozarks.

A Comprehensive Curriculum for Life

School Man of the Ozarks offers a rigorous college preparatory curriculum
that challenges students academically. Core subjects such as math,
science, English, and history are supplemented by a wide range of elective
courses, including foreign languages, music, art, and vocational training.

Beyond the classroom, students participate in a unique work program that
provides them with valuable hands-on experience and teaches them the
value of hard work and self-reliance. Students work on campus in various
departments, including the farm, the dining hall, and the maintenance crew.

The school also places a strong emphasis on extracurricular activities,
which foster students' social, emotional, and physical development.
Students can participate in a variety of clubs, sports teams, and community
service organizations.

A Tradition of Excellence

Over the years, School Man of the Ozarks has earned a reputation for
academic excellence. Graduates have gone on to attend prestigious
colleges and universities, including Harvard, Yale, and Stanford. Many
have become successful professionals, leaders, and community members.



The school's commitment to comprehensive education has also been
recognized with numerous awards and accolades. In 2019, School Man of
the Ozarks was named one of the top 50 boarding schools in the nation by
Niche.com.

Empowering Students to Break the Cycle

The impact of School Man of the Ozarks on its students' lives is profound.
Many come from impoverished backgrounds, with limited opportunities for
educational success. At the school, they find a supportive and nurturing
environment that encourages them to dream big and strive for a better
future.

The school's unique approach, which combines academic excellence,
practical life skills, and a strong work ethic, empowers students to break the
cycle of poverty. They graduate with the confidence, skills, and
determination to succeed in college, careers, and life.

A Legacy of Service

School Man of the Ozarks is more than just a school; it is a community built
on the values of service and giving back. Students are actively involved in
community service projects, volunteering their time and resources to help
others.

The school also partners with local organizations to provide educational
and support services to the surrounding community. Through these
partnerships, students learn the importance of social responsibility and the
power of making a difference in the world.

A Place of Hope and Transformation



For over a century, School Man of the Ozarks has been a beacon of hope
and transformation for underprivileged students in the Missouri Ozarks.
Through its unwavering commitment to quality education, practical life
skills, and community involvement, the school has empowered countless
students to break the cycle of poverty and achieve their full potential.

The legacy of the School Man of the Ozarks continues to live on, inspiring
generations of students to strive for excellence, embrace service, and
make a positive impact on the world.

Photo Gallery of School Man of the Ozarks
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Contact Information

School Man of the Ozarks
1414 School Drive
Point Lookout, MO 65726
Phone: (417) 334-3200
Website: https://www.smo.edu
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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