
Saudi Inc: The Rise of Ellen Wald
Ellen Wald is a Saudi Arabian businesswoman and philanthropist who has
emerged as one of the most influential figures in the Middle East. Her rise
to prominence has been marked by a combination of business acumen,
strategic investments, and a deep commitment to social and economic
development in the region.
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Early Life and Education

Ellen Wald was born in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, in 1971. Her father was a
prominent businessman, and her mother was a physician. Wald grew up in
a privileged environment, but she also witnessed firsthand the challenges
and disparities that existed in Saudi society.

Wald attended the American University of Beirut, where she earned a
degree in economics. After graduating, she returned to Saudi Arabia and
began her career in the private sector.
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Business Success

Wald's business ventures have been characterized by a focus on
innovation and entrepreneurship. She has invested in a wide range of
industries, including real estate, healthcare, technology, and education.

In 1998, Wald co-founded her own investment firm, Wald Capital. The firm
has since become one of the leading private equity companies in the
Middle East, with investments in over 200 companies across the region.

Wald has also been instrumental in promoting women's entrepreneurship in
Saudi Arabia. In 2012, she launched the Women's Entrepreneurial Center
of the Middle East, a non-profit organization that provides training,
networking, and funding opportunities for female entrepreneurs.

Philanthropic Endeavors

In addition to her business success, Wald has also been an active
philanthropist. She has donated millions of dollars to a variety of causes,
including education, healthcare, and women's empowerment.

In 2009, Wald established the Ellen Wald Foundation, a charitable
organization that supports a wide range of educational and cultural
initiatives. The foundation has provided scholarships to students in Saudi
Arabia and abroad, funded research into social issues, and supported the
arts and culture in the Middle East.

Leadership and Influence

Wald's influence extends beyond her business and philanthropic work. She
is a respected thought leader on issues related to economic development,
social change, and women's rights in the Middle East.



Wald has served in various advisory roles to the Saudi government and
international organizations. She is also a regular speaker at business and
social impact conferences and events.

Personal Life

Ellen Wald is married to Mohammed Al Attas, a Saudi Arabian
businessman. The couple has three children. Wald is known for her strong
family values and her commitment to her community.

Ellen Wald is a trailblazing figure who has made a significant contribution to
the economic and social landscape of Saudi Arabia and the Middle East.
Her business acumen, philanthropic efforts, and leadership have had a
profound impact on the region. As she continues to advocate for progress
and development, Wald remains an inspiration to women and
entrepreneurs across the globe.
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