
Rock Between Two Rivers: An Archaeological
Treasure in Wyoming
Nestled amidst the rolling hills and vast open spaces of Wyoming's Red
Desert, lies a remarkable archaeological site that has captivated the
imagination of researchers, historians, and nature enthusiasts alike. Known
as Rock Between Two Rivers, this geological formation is an ancient rock
art canvas that provides a glimpse into the cultural heritage of the Native
American tribes that once roamed this region.

The Rock Between Two Rivers is a sandstone outcropping located in the
Split Rock area of Sweetwater County, Wyoming. The site is situated
between the North and South Forks of the Rock Creek, hence its evocative
name. The rock surface is adorned with a mesmerizing array of petroglyphs
and pictographs, intricate engravings and colorful paintings that narrate the
stories and traditions of the Shoshone, Ute, and Fremont cultures that
inhabited this area for centuries.
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Petroglyphs: Ancient Rock Carvings

The petroglyphs at Rock Between Two Rivers are a testament to the artistic
skills and storytelling abilities of the Native American peoples who created
them. These carvings were meticulously pecked into the rock surface using
sharp stones or other tools, resulting in intricate designs and figures. The
petroglyphs depict a wide range of subjects, including animals, humans,
geometric patterns, and hunting scenes.

One of the most striking petroglyphs is an image of a bighorn sheep,
expertly carved with lifelike detail. The sheep is depicted with a graceful
posture, its legs poised as if it were about to leap. Other petroglyphs
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feature animals such as buffalo, antelope, and mountain goats, reflecting
the close relationship between the Native Americans and the wildlife of the
region.

Bighorn sheep petroglyph

Pictographs: Vibrant Rock Paintings

In addition to the petroglyphs, the Rock Between Two Rivers also boasts a
collection of vibrant pictographs. These colorful paintings were created
using mineral pigments mixed with animal fat or other binders. The
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pictographs often depict human figures engaged in various activities, such
as hunting, fishing, and dancing.

One of the most notable pictographs is a scene depicting a procession of
human figures. The figures are adorned with elaborate headdresses and
clothing, and they appear to be carrying ceremonial objects. This
pictograph provides valuable insights into the spiritual and ceremonial
practices of the Native American tribes that frequented this site.

Cultural Significance and Historical Landmark
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The Rock Between Two Rivers holds immense cultural significance for the
Native American communities of Wyoming. The petroglyphs and
pictographs are a tangible link to their ancestors and a testament to the rich
cultural heritage of the region. The site is considered a sacred place, and it
is often visited by Native American elders and tribal members for
ceremonies and spiritual gatherings.

In recognition of its historical and cultural importance, the Rock Between
Two Rivers was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1962. This
designation acknowledges the site's exceptional value and the need to
preserve it for future generations. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
is responsible for the management and protection of the site, ensuring that
the rock art and surrounding landscape remain intact for years to come.

National Historic Landmark sign
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Visiting Rock Between Two Rivers

Visiting Rock Between Two Rivers is an enriching experience that offers a
unique opportunity to connect with the past and appreciate the cultural
heritage of Wyoming. The site is open to the public, and there is no
admission fee.

To get to Rock Between Two Rivers, take Interstate 80 to Exit 136 (Split
Rock). Follow the signs for Split Rock and continue for approximately 2
miles. Turn left onto the Rock Between Two Rivers Road and follow it for
about 1 mile. The site will be on your right.

When visiting the site, it is important to respect the rock art and the
surrounding landscape. Please do not touch or climb on the petroglyphs
and pictographs, and stay on the designated trails.

Rock Between Two Rivers is a place of wonder and discovery. Its ancient
rock art offers a glimpse into the lives and beliefs of the Native American
peoples who inhabited this region. By preserving and protecting this site,
we can continue to learn from its rich cultural heritage and appreciate the
beauty and significance of our natural world.
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