
Political Biography: Nissan
Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies Series
The Political Biography series, published by the Nissan Institute/Routledge
Japanese Studies, is a highly respected and influential series of books that
examine the lives and careers of key political figures in Japan. The series
has a strong focus on biography as a method for understanding Japanese
politics and society, and its volumes have made significant contributions to
the field of Japanese political studies.
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Main Themes and Methodologies

The Political Biography series is characterized by its focus on the following
main themes:

The role of individuals in Japanese politics: The series examines
the ways in which individual political leaders have shaped the course
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of Japanese history, both domestically and internationally.

The relationship between politics and society in Japan: The series
explores the complex interactions between political institutions, social
movements, and economic forces in shaping Japanese politics.

The challenges and opportunities facing Japan in the 21st
century: The series examines the ways in which Japan is responding
to a changing global landscape, including the rise of China, the
challenges of globalization, and the need for economic and social
reform.

The series utilizes a variety of methodologies to explore these themes,
including:

Biography: The series draws on biographical methods to provide in-
depth accounts of the lives and careers of individual political leaders.

Historical analysis: The series places the lives of its subjects within
the broader context of Japanese history, examining the ways in which
they were shaped by and in turn shaped the course of events.

Political science: The series utilizes political science concepts and
theories to analyze the political behavior of its subjects and to assess
their impact on Japanese politics.

Contributions to Japanese Political Studies

The Political Biography series has made a number of significant
contributions to the field of Japanese political studies. These include:



Providing new insights into the lives and careers of key political
figures: The series has published a number of groundbreaking
biographies that have shed new light on the motivations, ambitions,
and achievements of some of Japan's most important political leaders.

Expanding our understanding of the relationship between politics
and society in Japan: The series has shown how the personal lives
and experiences of political leaders have shaped their political views
and actions, and how in turn their political decisions have had a
profound impact on Japanese society.

Highlighting the challenges and opportunities facing Japan in the
21st century: The series has examined the ways in which Japan is
responding to a changing global landscape, and has offered insights
into the challenges and opportunities that the country faces.

The Political Biography series is a valuable resource for anyone interested
in Japanese politics and society. The series provides in-depth analysis and
insights into the lives and careers of key political figures, and its volumes
have made significant contributions to the field of Japanese political
studies.

Volume List

The following is a list of volumes in the Political Biography series:

Fukuda Takeo: A Political Biography by Haruhiro Fukui

Hatoyama Ichiro: A Political Biography by Andrew Fraser

Ikeda Hayato: A Political Biography by James W. Morley



Ishibashi Tanzan: A Political Biography by Kenneth B. Pyle

Katayama Tetsu: A Political Biography by S. Bernard Thomas

Konoe Fumimaro: A Political Biography by Nobutaka Ike

Machimura Nobutaka: A Political Biography by Ellis S. Krauss

Matsumoto Jiro: A Political Biography by Robert A. Scalapino

Nakasone Yasuhiro: A Political Biography by Steven R. Reed

Ozawa Ichiro: A Political Biography by Tessa Morris-Suzuki

Shigeru Yoshida: A Political Biography by John Dower

Tanaka Kakuei: A Political Biography by Karel van Wolferen
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