
One Woman's Survival Under Saddam
Hussein: A Harrowing Tale of Resilience and
Courage

Saddam Hussein's reign of terror in Iraq was a dark period in the country's
history. Thousands of people were killed, tortured, and disappeared during
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his regime. Among those who suffered under Hussein's rule was a young
woman named Nadia Murad.
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Murad was just 16 years old when she was captured by ISIS fighters in
2014. She was taken to Mosul, where she was held as a slave for three
months. During that time, she was repeatedly raped, beaten, and tortured.

Murad's story is a harrowing tale of survival and courage. She endured
unspeakable horrors, but she never gave up hope. She eventually escaped
from ISIS and made her way to safety.

Today, Murad is a vocal advocate for the rights of women and girls who
have been affected by violence. She has spoken out about her experiences
at the United Nations and other international forums. Her story has helped
to raise awareness of the plight of women and girls in conflict zones.

Nadia Murad's Story
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Nadia Murad was born in the village of Kocho in northern Iraq. She was a
member of the Yazidi religious minority. In August 2014, ISIS fighters
attacked Kocho and killed hundreds of Yazidi men and boys. The women
and girls were taken as slaves.

Murad was taken to Mosul, where she was sold to a fighter named Abu
Bakr. She was forced to live in a house with other Yazidi women and girls.
They were all subjected to horrific abuse.

Murad was repeatedly raped and beaten. She was also forced to watch as
other women and girls were tortured and killed. She lived in constant fear
for her life.

Despite the horrors she endured, Murad never gave up hope. She knew
that she had to escape. One day, she managed to sneak out of the house
and run away.

Murad made her way to a refugee camp in northern Iraq. She was
eventually able to come to the United States, where she now lives in
Chicago.

Nadia Murad's Advocacy Work

Today, Nadia Murad is a vocal advocate for the rights of women and girls
who have been affected by violence. She has spoken out about her
experiences at the United Nations and other international forums. Her story
has helped to raise awareness of the plight of women and girls in conflict
zones.



Murad has also worked to help other Yazidi women and girls who have
been affected by ISIS. She has founded her own organization, Nadia's
Initiative, which provides support to Yazidi survivors of sexual violence.

Murad's work has been recognized internationally. In 2018, she was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to end the use of sexual
violence as a weapon of war.

Nadia Murad's story is a testament to the resilience and courage of the
human spirit. She endured unspeakable horrors, but she never gave up
hope. She escaped from ISIS and made her way to safety. Today, she is a
vocal advocate for the rights of women and girls who have been affected by
violence. Her story has helped to raise awareness of the plight of women
and girls in conflict zones and she continues to work to make the world a
better place.
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