
One Chemist's Single-Minded Crusade for
Food Safety at the Turn of the Twentieth
In the early 20th century, the American food industry was a Wild West of
unregulated additives and unsanitary practices. Consumers were at the
mercy of unscrupulous manufacturers who often put profits before public
health. But one man, a chemist named Harvey Washington Wiley, was
determined to change that.

Wiley was born in Indiana in 1844 and studied chemistry at Purdue
University. After graduating, he worked as a chemist for the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA). In 1883, he was appointed chief
chemist of the USDA's Bureau of Chemistry.
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As chief chemist, Wiley began to investigate the food industry. He was
appalled by what he found. Food was often adulterated with harmful
chemicals, such as borax and formaldehyde. It was also often
contaminated with bacteria and other unsanitary conditions.

Wiley was determined to do something about it. He began to publish
articles and give speeches exposing the dangers of the food industry. He
also worked with other reformers, such as Upton Sinclair, to push for
legislation to regulate the food industry.

In 1906, Wiley's efforts finally paid off with the passage of the Pure Food
and Drug Act. This landmark legislation prohibited the adulteration and
misbranding of food and drugs. It also established standards for food safety
and sanitation.

The Pure Food and Drug Act was a major victory for consumers. It helped
to protect the public from harmful food products and unsanitary conditions.
It also set the stage for future food safety regulations.

Wiley's crusade for food safety was a long and difficult one. But he never
gave up. He was a passionate advocate for the public health, and his work
made a lasting impact on the American food industry.

Wiley's Methods and Challenges

Wiley's crusade for food safety was not without its challenges. He faced
opposition from the food industry, which was reluctant to give up its profits.
He was also criticized by some scientists who believed that his methods
were too extreme.



But Wiley was undeterred. He used his scientific expertise to expose the
dangers of the food industry. He also worked with journalists and other
reformers to build public support for his cause.

One of Wiley's most famous investigations was the "embalmed beef"
scandal of 1899. Wiley discovered that some meatpackers were using
borax and other chemicals to preserve their meat. This meat was then
shipped to the U.S. Army, where it was served to soldiers.

Wiley's investigation led to a public outcry. The Army stopped using
embalmed beef, and the meatpackers were forced to change their
practices.

Wiley's crusade for food safety was a major success. He helped to protect
the public from harmful food products and unsanitary conditions. He also
set the stage for future food safety regulations.

Wiley's Legacy

Harvey Washington Wiley is considered one of the fathers of food safety.
His work led to the passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act, which is still
the foundation of food safety regulation in the United States.

Wiley's legacy also lives on in the work of the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). The FDA is responsible for enforcing the Pure Food
and Drug Act and other food safety laws.

Today, the American food supply is one of the safest in the world. This is
due in no small part to the work of Harvey Washington Wiley.
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