
Mr. Capone: The Life and Legacy of Robert
Schoenberg
Early Life and Criminal Beginnings

Robert "Mr. Capone" Schoenberg, born Alphonse Capone on January 17,
1899, in Brooklyn, New York, was destined for a life of notoriety. His
parents, Italian immigrants Gabriele and Teresa Capone, struggled to make
a living in the impoverished neighborhood where they raised their children.
Capone's early years were marked by violence and poverty, which shaped
his character and fueled his ambition.

As a teenager, Capone joined a local street gang, the Five Points Gang,
where he quickly made a name for himself as a ruthless and cunning young
criminal. He engaged in petty crimes such as extortion, theft, and
bootlegging, honing his skills that would later serve him well in his criminal
empire.
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In 1919, Capone moved to Chicago, Illinois, where he became involved
with the North Side Gang, a powerful criminal organization led by Johnny
Torrio. Torrio recognized Capone's potential and took him under his wing,
teaching him the ins and outs of organized crime.

After Torrio survived an assassination attempt in 1925, he retired and
handed over the reins of the North Side Gang to Capone. With his
newfound power, Capone expanded the organization's operations,
eliminated rival gangs, and established a vast network of bootlegging,
gambling, and prostitution rackets.

Notorious Reign as Crime Boss

Capone's reign as the undisputed crime boss of Chicago lasted throughout
the Prohibition era. He controlled the city's illegal alcohol trade, amassing
vast wealth and influence. Capone became known for his extravagant
lifestyle, bodyguards, and lavish parties, but also for his ruthless methods
and brutal tactics.

One of the most infamous incidents during Capone's reign was the St.
Valentine's Day Massacre on February 14, 1929. Seven members of a rival
gang were gunned down in a warehouse in a gruesome act of violence that
shocked the nation and solidified Capone's reputation as a ruthless
criminal.

Law Enforcement Crackdown and Imprisonment

As Capone's power grew, so did the determination of law enforcement to
bring him down. Eliot Ness, a Treasury agent, formed "The Untouchables,"
a special squad dedicated to bringing down Capone and his organization.



In 1931, Capone was convicted of tax evasion and sentenced to 11 years
in prison. He served his time in Atlanta Federal Penitentiary and Alcatraz,
the notorious island prison in San Francisco Bay.

Decline and Final Years

After his release from prison in 1939, Capone's health had deteriorated
significantly due to syphilis. He spent the rest of his days in seclusion,
under the care of family and medical professionals.

Capone died on January 25, 1947, at the age of 48. He was buried in
Mount Carmel Cemetery in Hillside, Illinois.

Legacy and Impact

Mr. Capone remains one of the most infamous criminals in American
history. His name has become synonymous with organized crime,
Prohibition, and the violence of the Roaring Twenties.

While Capone's life was marred by bloodshed and brutality, he also left a
lasting impact on society. His criminal activities and eventual downfall
highlight the dangers of unchecked power and the importance of law
enforcement in maintaining public safety.

Capone's story has been told and retold in countless books, films, and
documentaries, capturing the imagination of generations. He remains a
complex and enigmatic figure, a symbol of both the allure and the perils of
criminal life.

Robert "Mr. Capone" Schoenberg's life and legacy serve as a chilling
reminder of the devastating consequences of greed, violence, and the



pursuit of power. His story continues to fascinate and horrify, providing a
glimpse into the dark underbelly of American society and the endless battle
between crime and law.

As we reflect upon Capone's life, we are left to grapple with the
complexities of human nature and the lure of criminal enterprises. His
legacy reminds us of the importance of upholding the rule of law, the role of
law enforcement in combating crime, and the need for a society that values
honesty, integrity, and justice.
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