
Mlungu: An Apartheid Story - An In-Depth
Exploration of the Human Toll of Segregation

Overview

Mlungu: An Apartheid Story is a 2018 South African drama film directed by
Millicent Makhado and written by Makhado and Luvhengo Ndlovu. The film
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stars Zolani Mkiva, Lerato Mvelase, and Nthati Moshesh.
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The film tells the story of Zakes, a young black man who grows up in the
apartheid era of South Africa. Zakes witnesses the horrors of racial
discrimination firsthand, but he refuses to let it break his spirit. He becomes
a political activist and fights for the end of apartheid.

Mlungu: An Apartheid Story is a powerful and moving film that sheds light
on the human toll of apartheid. The film is a must-see for anyone who
wants to understand the history of South Africa and the fight for racial
equality.

Plot

The film opens with Zakes as a young boy, living in a small village in South
Africa. He witnesses the brutality of the apartheid regime firsthand when his
father is arrested and tortured by the police. Zakes is determined to fight
against the injustice he sees around him, and he becomes a political
activist.
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Zakes joins the African National Congress (ANC) and begins to organize
protests against apartheid. He is arrested and imprisoned several times,
but he never gives up on his dream of a free and equal South Africa.

The film follows Zakes' journey as he grows from a young boy into a man.
He experiences the horrors of apartheid, but he also finds love and
friendship. Zakes' story is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of adversity.

Characters

Zakes (Zolani Mkiva) is the protagonist of the film. He is a young black man
who grows up in the apartheid era of South Africa. Zakes witnesses the
horrors of racial discrimination firsthand, but he refuses to let it break his
spirit. He becomes a political activist and fights for the end of apartheid.

Lerato (Lerato Mvelase) is Zakes' love interest. She is a young black
woman who is also a political activist. Lerato is a strong and independent
woman who supports Zakes in his fight against apartheid.

Mlungu (Nthati Moshesh) is a white South African woman who is Zakes'
friend. Mlungu is a kind and compassionate woman who is opposed to
apartheid. She helps Zakes in his fight against the regime.

Themes

Mlungu: An Apartheid Story explores a number of important themes,
including:

The human toll of apartheid: The film shows the devastating impact
of apartheid on the lives of ordinary South Africans. Zakes and his



family are subjected to discrimination, violence, and imprisonment. The
film shows how apartheid robs people of their dignity and their
humanity.

The resilience of the human spirit: Despite the horrors of apartheid,
Zakes and the other characters in the film never give up hope. They
continue to fight for a better future, even when it seems impossible.
The film shows how the human spirit can triumph over adversity.

The importance of forgiveness: The film also explores the
importance of forgiveness. Zakes and the other characters are able to
forgive their oppressors and move on with their lives. Forgiveness is
not easy, but it is essential for healing and reconciliation.

Critical Reception

Mlungu: An Apartheid Story received critical acclaim upon its release. The
film was praised for its powerful story, its strong performances, and its
important message. The film was nominated for a number of awards,
including the Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film.

Critics praised the film's realism and its unflinching portrayal of the horrors
of apartheid. The film was also praised for its hopeful message and its
exploration of the importance of forgiveness.

Mlungu: An Apartheid Story is a powerful and moving film that sheds light
on the human toll of apartheid. The film is a must-see for anyone who
wants to understand the history of South Africa and the fight for racial
equality.
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