Metternich: Strategist and Visionary

Klemens von Metternich, the Austrian statesman who dominated European
diplomacy for over three decades, was one of the most influential figures in
the history of international relations. A master strategist and a visionary,
Metternich played a pivotal role in shaping the political landscape of Europe
following the Napoleonic Wars. His conservative principles, his adherence
to the balance of power, and his efforts to maintain stability in a rapidly
changing Europe earned him the respect and admiration of his
contemporaries, as well as the lasting criticism of historians.
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Early Life and Education

Metternich was born in 1773 in Koblenz, Germany, to a noble family. His
father, Franz Georg Karl von Metternich, was an imperial diplomat, and his
mother, Maria Beatrice, was the daughter of the last Holy Roman Emperor,
Francis |. Metternich received a privileged education, studying at the
universities of Strasbourg and Mainz. He entered the diplomatic service in
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1794, and within a few years he had risen to the rank of ambassador to
France.

The Napoleonic Wars

Metternich's career reached its peak during the Napoleonic Wars. In 1809,
he was appointed foreign minister of Austria, and he played a key role in
negotiating the Treaty of Vienna in 1815, which ended the wars and
restored peace to Europe. Metternich's diplomacy was guided by his
conservative principles and his belief in the balance of power. He opposed
the French Revolution and its ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity. He
believed that the traditional order of Europe, based on monarchy and
aristocracy, was the best guarantee of peace and stability.

The Vienna Congress

The Vienna Congress was a turning point in European history. It redrew the
map of Europe and established a new balance of power. Metternich played
a leading role in the negotiations, and he was largely responsible for the
creation of the German Confederation, which united the German states
under the leadership of Austria. He also helped to establish the Concert of
Europe, an alliance of the great powers that aimed to maintain peace and
stability in Europe.

The Age of Metternich

The period following the Vienna Congress is often referred to as the Age of
Metternich. During this time, Metternich dominated European diplomacy.
He used his influence to suppress liberal and nationalist movements
throughout Europe. He also played a key role in the Holy Alliance, a
conservative alliance of the Russian, Austrian, and Prussian monarchs.



Metternich's conservative policies were successful in maintaining peace
and stability in Europe for over two decades. However, the revolutions of
1848 swept away the old order, and Metternich was forced to resign as
foreign minister.

Legacy

Metternich's legacy is complex and controversial. He has been praised for
his diplomatic skills and his efforts to maintain peace in Europe. However,
he has also been criticized for his conservatism and his suppression of
liberal and nationalist movements. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that
Metternich was one of the most influential statesmen in European history.
His ideas and policies shaped the course of European diplomacy for over
three decades, and his legacy continues to be debated today.

Wolfram Siemann's book provides a comprehensive and balanced
assessment of Metternich's career and legacy. Siemann argues that
Metternich was a brilliant strategist and a visionary diplomat who played a
pivotal role in shaping the political landscape of Europe. However, he also
acknowledges Metternich's conservatism and his suppression of liberal and
nationalist movements. Ultimately, Siemann concludes that Metternich was
a complex and contradictory figure who left a lasting mark on European
history.
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