
Letters From Norwegian Mother and Pioneer
in Iowa: A Norwegian Emigration Tale
In the mid-19th century, a wave of Norwegian immigrants left their
homeland in search of a better life in the United States. Among them was a
young woman named Ingeborg Aslaksdatter, who documented her
experiences in a series of letters to her family back in Norway. These letters
provide a fascinating glimpse into the trials and tribulations of Norwegian
emigration and the challenges of adapting to life in a new country.

America-Letters from a Norwegian Mother and Pioneer
in Iowa (Norwegian Emigration Literature)
by Sally Roesch Wagner

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8163 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 128 pages
Lending : Enabled

Leaving Norway

Ingeborg was born in the small village of Øvre Rendal in southeastern
Norway in 1830. She grew up in a farming family and had little formal
education. In 1854, at the age of 24, she decided to emigrate to America
with her husband, Ole, and their two young children. Like many other
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Norwegians who emigrated during this time, they were seeking economic
opportunity and a chance to escape the poverty and hardship they endured
in their homeland.

The journey to America was long and arduous. The family traveled by ship
from Oslo to Liverpool, England, and then by train to New York City. From
there, they traveled by boat up the Hudson River to Albany, New York, and
then by canal and rail to Buffalo, New York. Finally, they took a stagecoach
to their final destination in Decorah, Iowa.

Life in Iowa

Life in Iowa was very different from what Ingeborg had known in Norway.
The family lived in a log cabin on a small farm, and they had to work hard
to clear the land and build a new life. Ingeborg's letters home are full of
descriptions of her struggles and hardships, but she also expresses her
hope for a better future for her family.

In one letter, Ingeborg writes:

“ "The work is hard, and the winters are cold, but I am grateful
for the opportunity to build a new life here. I hope that my
children will have a better life than I did." ”

The Norwegian Community in Iowa

The Norwegian community in Iowa was a close-knit one, and Ingeborg and
her family soon found support and friendship from their fellow immigrants.



They attended Norwegian Lutheran churches, sang Norwegian songs, and
celebrated Norwegian traditions.

Ingeborg's letters home are full of references to the Norwegian community
in Iowa. She writes about attending Norwegian weddings and funerals, and
she describes the joy of singing Norwegian hymns in church. She also
writes about the challenges of preserving Norwegian culture in a new
country.

In one letter, Ingeborg writes:

“ "It is important to remember our Norwegian heritage, but we
must also adapt to life in America. We must learn to speak
English and to participate in American society. But we must
never forget who we are." ”

Ingeborg's Legacy

Ingeborg Aslaksdatter's letters home provide a valuable historical record of
Norwegian emigration and pioneer life in Iowa. Her letters offer a glimpse
into the challenges and rewards of immigration, and they provide a
reminder of the important role that Norwegian immigrants have played in
American history.

Ingeborg's letters have been translated into English and published in a
book titled "Letters from Norwegian Mother and Pioneer in Iowa." The book
is available for purchase online and at many libraries.

Additional Resources



The Norwegian-American Museum

Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Immigration History Research Center
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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