
Legendary Locals of Gallup: Michael Korda

Michael Korda was a man of many talents and passions. He was a teacher,
a philanthropist, a civic leader, and a devoted family man. Throughout his
life, he dedicated himself to making a positive impact on his community,
and his legacy continues to inspire and guide others today.
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Early Life and Education

Michael Korda was born in Gallup, New Mexico, in 1927. His parents, Fred
and Mary Korda, were immigrants from Lebanon who came to the United
States in search of a better life. Michael grew up in a loving and supportive
home, and he developed a strong work ethic and a deep commitment to his
community from a young age.

Michael attended Gallup High School, where he excelled in his studies and
was active in extracurricular activities. He was a member of the debate
team, the student council, and the football team. After graduating from high
school, Michael went on to attend the University of New Mexico, where he
earned a degree in education.

Teaching Career

Michael Korda began his teaching career in 1951 at Gallup High School.
He taught English and social studies, and he quickly became known for his
passion for his subject matter and his ability to connect with his students.
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Michael was a gifted teacher who inspired his students to think critically
and to strive for their full potential.

In 1963, Michael was appointed principal of Gallup High School. He served
in this role for 10 years, during which time he oversaw a period of
significant growth and progress for the school. Under Michael's leadership,
Gallup High School became a model of excellence in education, and it was
recognized as one of the top schools in the state.

Philanthropy and Civic Engagement

In addition to his work in education, Michael Korda was also deeply
involved in philanthropy and civic engagement. He served on the boards of
numerous organizations, including the Gallup Rotary Club, the Gallup
Chamber of Commerce, and the United Way of Gallup. Michael was always
willing to lend a helping hand to those in need, and he was a generous
supporter of many local charities.

Michael was also a strong advocate for the rights of all citizens, regardless
of their race, religion, or socioeconomic status. He was a vocal opponent of
discrimination and prejudice, and he worked tirelessly to promote equality
and justice for all.

Legacy

Michael Korda passed away in 2012 at the age of 85. He left behind a
legacy of service, compassion, and dedication to his community. Michael
was a true legend in Gallup, and his memory continues to be honored and
cherished today.



In 2013, the Gallup Rotary Club established the Michael Korda Memorial
Scholarship Fund in his honor. This scholarship is awarded annually to a
graduating senior from Gallup High School who demonstrates a strong
commitment to academic excellence, community service, and leadership.

Michael Korda was a man who made a difference in the lives of countless
people. He was a teacher, a mentor, a philanthropist, and a civic leader. He
was a true legend in Gallup, and his legacy continues to inspire and guide
others today.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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