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Anthropology, the study of human societies and cultures, has flourished in
Lebanon, producing a remarkable group of scholars who have dedicated
their lives to understanding the complexities of the Arab world. Lebanese
anthropologists have conducted groundbreaking research, challenged
conventional wisdom, and engaged in social and political activism, making
significant contributions to the field of anthropology and beyond.

Pioneers of Anthropological Research
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The early 20th century witnessed the emergence of pioneering Lebanese
anthropologists who laid the foundation for the discipline in the region. Amin
Rihani (1876-1940),a renowned poet, philosopher, and anthropologist,
conducted extensive research on Arab civilization and its impact on world
culture. He wrote extensively on the importance of preserving cultural
heritage and promoting intercultural dialogue.

Another prominent figure was Fuad Hamzeh (1902-1987),who focused on
the social and political dynamics of Lebanese society. His work on
tribalism, kinship, and social stratification provided valuable insights into the
complexities of Lebanese culture and the challenges facing the newly
independent state.

Contributions to Regional Anthropology

Lebanese anthropologists played a pivotal role in shaping the study of the
Arab world. Antoun Saadeh (1904-1949),the founder of the Syrian Social
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Nationalist Party, developed a unique theory of Arab nationalism based on
his anthropological research. His work on the concept of the "nation" and
the importance of cultural identity influenced subsequent generations of
Arab intellectuals.

Lebanese anthropologist presenting her research findings at a conference

Halim Barakat (1938-2002) was a renowned anthropologist and novelist
who explored the social and cultural transformations of Arab societies. His
work on the impact of globalization, migration, and urbanism provided a
nuanced understanding of the region's rapidly changing landscape.

Activism and Advocacy

Lebanese anthropologists have not only conducted groundbreaking
research but have also been actively involved in social and political
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activism. They have used their knowledge and expertise to advocate for
social justice, human rights, and cultural preservation.

Lina Khalaf Tuffaha (1947-present) is an anthropologist and human rights
advocate who has dedicated her life to the cause of Palestinian refugees.
Her research on the social and psychological impact of displacement has
informed policy and humanitarian efforts in the region.

Nayla Saab (1958-present) is a prominent anthropologist and gender
studies scholar who has worked extensively on issues of women's rights
and empowerment in the Arab world. Her work has challenged traditional
gender roles and promoted the advancement of women in society.

Lebanese anthropologists have made invaluable contributions to the field of
anthropology and to the understanding of the Arab world. Their
groundbreaking research, social activism, and advocacy have helped
shape the region's intellectual and cultural landscape. As the discipline of
anthropology continues to evolve, Lebanese scholars will undoubtedly
continue to play a pivotal role in shaping its future.
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