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Jon Tattrie, the visionary first principal of Neenah High School, was a
transformative figure in the field of education. His innovative leadership and
unwavering commitment to student success left an enduring legacy on the
school and the community it serves.

Early Life and Career
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Jon Tattrie was born in 1923 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He attended the
University of Minnesota, where he earned a bachelor's degree in education
and a master's degree in school administration. After serving as a teacher
and coach in Minnesota and Wisconsin, he was appointed as the first
principal of Neenah High School in 1955.

Leadership at Neenah High School

Tattrie's tenure as principal of Neenah High School was marked by a series
of groundbreaking initiatives and reforms.

1. Curriculum Innovation: Tattrie introduced a progressive curriculum
that emphasized critical thinking, problem-solving, and real-world
experiences. He believed that students should be actively engaged in
their learning and that the curriculum should be relevant to their lives.

2. Technology Integration: Tattrie was an early adopter of technology in
education. He introduced computers and other multimedia tools into
the classroom, recognizing their potential to enhance student learning
and engagement.

3. Student-Centered Approach: Tattrie fostered a student-centered
learning environment that prioritized the needs and interests of each
student. He implemented flexible scheduling, individualized learning
plans, and a wide range of extracurricular activities to cater to the
diverse needs of his students.

4. Community Partnerships: Tattrie believed that the school should be
an integral part of the community. He established partnerships with
local businesses, organizations, and institutions to provide students
with opportunities for internships, mentorships, and service learning.



Tattrie's innovative leadership transformed Neenah High School into a
nationally recognized model of excellence. Under his guidance, the school
achieved significant academic gains, increased student engagement, and
improved graduation rates.

Educational Leadership and Advocacy

Beyond his role as principal, Tattrie was an active advocate for educational
improvement at the local, state, and national levels.

He served on the Wisconsin State Board of Education and the
National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP).

He was a founding member of the Wisconsin Association of Secondary
School Principals (WASSP).

He published numerous articles and books on educational leadership
and reform.

Tattrie's insights and contributions had a profound impact on the field of
education. He inspired countless educators and administrators to embrace
innovation, student-centered learning, and community engagement.

Legacy and Impact

Jon Tattrie retired from Neenah High School in 1983, but his legacy
continues to shape the school and the community to this day.

The Neenah High School library was named in his honor, and the Jon
Tattrie Educational Leadership Award is presented annually to an
outstanding high school principal in Wisconsin.



Jon Tattrie passed away in 2019, but his memory and the impact of his
work live on. He will forever be remembered as a visionary leader who
dedicated his life to improving educational opportunities for all students.
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