
Historian: An Autobiography:
Reconsiderations in Southern African History
Thomas Pakenham's "Historian: An Autobiography" is a fascinating and
deeply personal account of a renowned historian's life and work. Born in
Ireland in 1933, Pakenham has spent his career studying and writing about
some of the most important events in Southern African history. His work
has been praised for its clarity, insight, and humanity, and he has won
numerous awards, including the prestigious Pulitzer Prize.

In "Historian," Pakenham reflects on his childhood, his education, and his
experiences as a historian. He writes about the challenges and rewards of
writing history, and he shares his thoughts on some of the most important
issues facing Southern Africa today.
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This article will explore some of the key themes in "Historian." We will
discuss Pakenham's childhood and education, his experiences as a
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historian, and his thoughts on the future of Southern Africa. Along the way,
we will also provide some insights into Pakenham's writing style and his
personality.

Childhood and Education

Thomas Pakenham was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1933. His father was a
diplomat, and his mother was a writer. Pakenham spent much of his
childhood traveling with his family, and he was exposed to a wide range of
cultures and languages.

At the age of 13, Pakenham was sent to boarding school in England. He
hated boarding school, but he did develop a love of reading and writing.
After graduating from boarding school, Pakenham attended Trinity College
Dublin, where he studied history.

At Trinity College, Pakenham was a brilliant student. He won several
scholarships and prizes, and he graduated with a first-class honours
degree. After graduating from Trinity College, Pakenham went to the United
States to study at Harvard University. At Harvard, he earned a master's
degree and a doctorate in history.

Experiences as a Historian

After graduating from Harvard, Pakenham returned to Ireland and began
his career as a historian. He taught history at Trinity College Dublin for
several years, and he also published several books on Irish history.

In 1972, Pakenham published his first book on Southern African history,
"The Scramble for Africa." This book was a critical and commercial



success, and it established Pakenham as one of the leading historians of
Southern Africa.

Since "The Scramble for Africa," Pakenham has published several other
books on Southern African history, including "The Boer War," "The Mau
Mau Rebellion," and "The Scramble for the Congo." His work has been
praised for its clarity, insight, and humanity, and he has won numerous
awards, including the prestigious Pulitzer Prize.

In "Historian," Pakenham reflects on some of the most memorable
experiences of his career. He writes about interviewing Nelson Mandela in
prison, meeting Robert Mugabe after independence, and witnessing the
end of apartheid. He also writes about the challenges and rewards of
writing history, and he shares his thoughts on some of the most important
issues facing Southern Africa today.

Thoughts on the Future of Southern Africa

Pakenham is a passionate advocate for democracy and human rights in
Southern Africa. He believes that the region has the potential to become a
prosperous and peaceful region, but he also recognizes the challenges that
it faces. In "Historian," Pakenham discusses some of the most important
issues facing Southern Africa today, including poverty, inequality, and
corruption.

Pakenham is optimistic about the future of Southern Africa. He believes
that the region has the potential to overcome its challenges and become a
prosperous and peaceful region. However, he also acknowledges that there
is still much work to be done.



In "Historian," Pakenham writes: "The future of Southern Africa is in the
hands of its people. They have the power to create a better future for
themselves and for their children."

Writing Style and Personality

Pakenham is a gifted writer. His prose is clear, concise, and engaging. He
has a gift for storytelling, and he can bring even the most complex historical
events to life.

Pakenham is also a very honest and forthright writer. He is not afraid to
express his opinions, even when they are controversial. In "Historian," he
writes about his own experiences as a historian, and he does not shy away
from discussing the challenges and rewards of writing history.

Pakenham is a complex and fascinating individual. He is a brilliant
historian, a gifted writer, and a passionate advocate for democracy and
human rights. In "Historian," he shares his life and work with us, and he
offers us his insights into some of the most important issues facing our
world today.

Thomas Pakenham's "Historian" is a valuable and insightful book. It is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand Southern African history.
Pakenham is a gifted historian and writer, and he has a unique perspective
on the region. In "Historian," he shares his life and work with us, and he
offers us his insights into some of the most important issues facing
Southern Africa today.
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