
Good Morning, Mr. Sarra: A Tale of Resilience
and Redemption
"Good Morning, Mr. Sarra" is a moving and introspective novel by
Lebanese-American author Suad Amiry. Published in 2011, the book tells
the story of a Palestinian refugee who returns to her former home in
Jerusalem after decades away.

The novel's protagonist is Sarah, a woman in her sixties who has spent her
life in exile in the United States. As a young girl, she was forced to flee
Palestine with her family during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. Now, decades
later, she decides to return to Jerusalem, the city she left behind.

Upon her arrival, Sarah finds her former home occupied by an Israeli family
named the Sarras. Despite the bitterness of the past, Sarah decides to stay
in Jerusalem and make peace with her memories. She befriends her
neighbors, the Sarras, and begins to explore her own identity and sense of
belonging.
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Through her interactions with the Sarras and other Palestinians who have
remained in Jerusalem, Sarah gains a new understanding of the conflict
and its impact on both sides. She learns about the struggles and resilience
of the Palestinian people and the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian
relationship.

As the story unfolds, Sarah confronts her own past and the traumas she
has endured. She grapples with feelings of guilt, shame, and loss, but
ultimately finds hope and redemption in her return to Jerusalem.

Sarah: The Palestinian refugee who returns to Jerusalem after
decades in exile. She is a strong and resilient woman who is
determined to find peace with her past.

Mr. Sarra: The Israeli patriarch who lives in Sarah's former home. He
is a kind and compassionate man who helps Sarah to understand the
Israeli perspective on the conflict.

Mrs. Sarra: Mr. Sarra's wife, who is initially hostile towards Sarah but
eventually comes to accept her.

Yasmine: Sarah's best friend in Jerusalem. She is a Palestinian
woman who has remained in the city despite the challenges she faces.

The Governor: An Israeli official who represents the Israeli
government's view of the conflict.

"Good Morning, Mr. Sarra" explores a number of important themes,
including:
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The impact of war and displacement: The novel shows how the
Arab-Israeli War had a profound impact on the lives of Palestinians,
forcing them to flee their homes and live as refugees.

The importance of forgiveness and reconciliation: Sarah's journey
back to Jerusalem is a testament to the power of forgiveness and
reconciliation. She is able to let go of the bitterness of the past and
make peace with her memories.

The complexity of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: The novel does
not offer easy answers to the conflict, but it provides a nuanced and
empathetic look at the perspectives of both sides.

The power of hope and resilience: Despite the challenges she faces,
Sarah remains hopeful for the future. She believes in the possibility of
peace and reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians.

"Good Morning, Mr. Sarra" received critical acclaim upon its publication.
The novel was praised for its insightful writing, its complex characters, and
its timely themes.

The New York Times called it "a powerful novel that illuminates the
tragedy of the Palestinian refugee experience."

The Washington Post praised Amiry's "ability to create characters who
are both flawed and sympathetic."

The Guardian called it "a moving and important novel that will stay with
readers long after they finish it."

"Good Morning, Mr. Sarra" has won several awards and distinctions,
including:



The 2012 Edward Stanford Travel Writing Award

The 2013 Arab American Book Award

The 2014 Palestine Book Award

"Good Morning, Mr. Sarra" is a poignant and timely novel that tells an
important story about the Palestinian refugee experience and the
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Suad Amiry's writing is clear-
eyed and compassionate, and her characters are complex and
unforgettable. This is a novel that will stay with readers long after they
finish it.
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