
George Kennan: An American Life
George Frost Kennan (February 16, 1904 – March 17, 2005) was an
American diplomat and historian who served as a leading policy planner for
the United States Department of State from 1947 to 1950. He was best
known for his "long telegram" (1946),which outlined the Soviet Union's
intentions in Eastern Europe, and for his "X Article" (1947),which advocated
a policy of containment towards the Soviet Union. Kennan's views on the
Soviet Union were highly influential in shaping American foreign policy
during the Cold War.

Early Life and Education

Kennan was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1904 to Kossuth Kent
Kennan, a lawyer and businessman, and Florence James Kennan. He had
two siblings, a sister named Mary and a brother named Kent. Kennan's
father was a prominent figure in the Republican Party and served as a
member of the Wisconsin State Assembly. Kennan's mother was a devout
Episcopalian and instilled in her son a strong sense of Christian morality.
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Kennan attended Princeton University, where he studied history and
politics. He graduated summa cum laude in 1925 and was awarded a
Rhodes Scholarship to study at Oxford University. At Oxford, Kennan
studied under the historian Arnold J. Toynbee, who became a major
influence on his thinking.

Diplomatic Career

After graduating from Oxford, Kennan joined the United States Foreign
Service in 1926. He served in a variety of posts in Europe, including Berlin,
Vienna, and Moscow. In 1944, Kennan was appointed chargé d'affaires at
the American embassy in Moscow. In this role, he witnessed firsthand the
rise of Soviet power in Eastern Europe.

In 1946, Kennan sent a long telegram to the State Department, in which he
outlined his views on the Soviet Union. In this telegram, Kennan argued
that the Soviet Union was not interested in world conquest, but rather in
consolidating its power in Eastern Europe. He also argued that the Soviet
Union was a deeply suspicious and paranoid state, and that it would not be
deterred by force. Kennan's telegram had a major impact on American
foreign policy, and it helped to set the stage for the Cold War.

In 1947, Kennan published an article in Foreign Affairs under the
pseudonym "X". In this article, Kennan advocated a policy of containment
towards the Soviet Union. He argued that the United States should not try
to overthrow the Soviet regime, but rather should focus on preventing its
further expansion. Kennan's article was highly influential in shaping
American foreign policy during the Cold War.



Kennan served as the head of the Policy Planning Staff at the State
Department from 1947 to 1950. In this role, he played a key role in
developing American foreign policy towards the Soviet Union. Kennan
resigned from the State Department in 1950 in protest over the Truman
administration's decision to intervene in the Korean War.

Later Life

After leaving the State Department, Kennan became a professor at
Princeton University. He also wrote extensively about American foreign
policy and the Soviet Union. Kennan was a vocal critic of the Vietnam War,
and he also supported the nuclear freeze movement. Kennan died in
Princeton, New Jersey, in 2005 at the age of 101.

Legacy

George Kennan was one of the most influential American diplomats of the
20th century. His "long telegram" and "X Article" helped to shape American
foreign policy during the Cold War. Kennan was a brilliant thinker and a
gifted writer, and his work continues to be read and studied today.

Kennan's legacy is complex and controversial. He has been praised for his
realism and his understanding of the Soviet Union. However, he has also
been criticized for his pessimism and his support for containment.
Nonetheless, there is no doubt that Kennan was a major figure in American
history, and his work continues to have a profound impact on the world
today.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...

The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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