
George Cartwright: The Labrador Companion:
Exploring the Life of a 18th-Century Fur
Trader, Adventurer, and Explorer

George Cartwright was a remarkable figure in the history of Labrador,
Canada. He was a fur trader, adventurer, and explorer who spent over
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three decades in the region, establishing trading posts and exploring its
vast interior.

Cartwright's experiences in Labrador were documented in his book, "A
Journal of Transactions and Events, During a Residence of Nearly Sixteen
Years on the Coast of Labrador," which provides a fascinating glimpse into
the life and times of this enigmatic man.
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Early Life and Career

George Cartwright was born in Nottinghamshire, England, in 1739. He
came from a wealthy family and received a privileged education. However,
his adventurous spirit led him to a life of exploration and adventure.

In 1765, Cartwright arrived in Labrador as a fur trader. He quickly
established himself as a successful trader, building several trading posts
along the coast. He also developed close relationships with the local Inuit
and Innu peoples, learning their language and customs.
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Explorations

In addition to his trading activities, Cartwright was also a keen explorer. He
spent years traveling the interior of Labrador, mapping the coastline and
charting its rivers and lakes. He was the first European to explore the
Hamilton Inlet and the Grand Lake.

Cartwright's explorations were not without their dangers. He encountered
numerous hardships, including extreme weather conditions, treacherous
terrain, and hostile wildlife. He also faced conflicts with rival fur traders and
indigenous tribes.

A Journal of Transactions and Events

In 1792, Cartwright published his book, "A Journal of Transactions and
Events, During a Residence of Nearly Sixteen Years on the Coast of
Labrador." The book is a detailed account of his experiences in the region,
including his trading activities, explorations, and interactions with the local
population.

Cartwright's journal provides a wealth of information about the natural
history, geography, and culture of Labrador in the 18th century. It is also a
valuable historical document that sheds light on the fur trade and the lives
of the people who lived in this remote region.

Later Life and Legacy

Cartwright left Labrador in 1794, returning to England after nearly three
decades in the wilderness. He continued to write and lecture about his
experiences, becoming a respected authority on Labrador and its people.



George Cartwright died in 1819, leaving behind a legacy as one of the most
important explorers of Labrador. His contributions to the understanding of
the region's geography, natural history, and culture are still recognized
today.

George Cartwright was a fascinating figure whose life and adventures
provide a glimpse into a bygone era. His experiences in Labrador were
remarkable, and his book, "A Journal of Transactions and Events," remains
an invaluable source of information about this remote and beautiful region.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...

The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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