
Garden of Broken Statues: Exploring
Censorship in Russia
The Garden of Broken Statues is a small park located in the center of
Moscow, Russia. It is home to a collection of statues that have been
removed from public spaces throughout the city. The statues depict a wide
range of figures, from historical figures to literary characters. Some of the
statues are broken, while others are simply missing their heads or limbs.
The garden is a poignant reminder of the censorship and repression that
has plagued Russia throughout its history.

The garden was founded in 1991, shortly after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. At the time, many people were eager to see the removal of the
statues that had been erected during the communist era. These statues
were often seen as symbols of oppression and totalitarianism. The garden
was created as a place where these statues could be displayed without
being censored.
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The garden has since become a popular tourist destination. Visitors can
wander through the park and view the statues, which have been arranged
in a thought-provoking manner. The garden is also a popular spot for
protests and demonstrations. In recent years, the garden has been used as
a platform to speak out against censorship and repression in Russia.

The Statues

The Garden of Broken Statues contains a wide range of statues, each with
its own unique story.

Felix Dzerzhinsky: The statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky was one of the
most controversial in the garden. Dzerzhinsky was the founder of the
Soviet secret police, the Cheka. The statue was removed from its
original location in front of the KGB headquarters in 1991.

Yuri Andropov: The statue of Yuri Andropov was removed from its
original location in front of the Kremlin in 1991. Andropov was the head
of the KGB from 1967 to 1982.

Alexander Pushkin: The statue of Alexander Pushkin was removed
from its original location in front of the Pushkin Museum in 1999.
Pushkin is one of Russia's most famous poets.

Mikhail Lermontov: The statue of Mikhail Lermontov was removed
from its original location in front of the Lermontov Museum in 2000.
Lermontov is one of Russia's most famous poets.

Nikolai Gogol: The statue of Nikolai Gogol was removed from its
original location in front of the Gogol Museum in 2002. Gogol is one of
Russia's most famous writers.



These are just a few of the many statues that can be found in the Garden
of Broken Statues. Each statue has its own unique story, and the garden as
a whole provides a glimpse into the complex history of Russia.

Symbolism of the Garden

The Garden of Broken Statues is a powerful symbol of censorship and
repression in Russia. The broken statues represent the many voices that
have been silenced throughout history. The garden is also a reminder of
the importance of freedom of expression and the need to challenge
censorship.

The garden is a place where people can come to learn about the history of
censorship in Russia and to reflect on the importance of freedom of
expression. It is also a place where people can come to protest against
censorship and repression. The garden is a powerful symbol of hope and
resilience, and it serves as a reminder that even in the darkest of times,
there is always hope for a better future.

Visiting the Garden

The Garden of Broken Statues is located in the center of Moscow, Russia.
It is open to the public every day from 10am to 6pm. Admission to the
garden is free.

If you are visiting Moscow, I highly recommend visiting the Garden of
Broken Statues. It is a powerful and moving place that will stay with you
long after you leave.
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Felix Dzerzhinsky was the founder of the Soviet secret police, the Cheka.
The statue was removed from its original location in front of the KGB
headquarters in 1991.
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Yuri Andropov was the head of the KGB from 1967 to 1982. The statue was
removed from its original location in front of the Kremlin in 1991.
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Alexander Pushkin is one of Russia's most famous poets. The statue was
removed from its original location in front of the Pushkin Museum in 1999.
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Mikhail Lermontov is one of Russia's most famous poets. The statue was
removed from its original location in front of the Lermontov Museum in
2000.
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Nikolai Gogol is one of Russia's most famous writers. The statue was
removed from its original location in front of the Gogol Museum in 2002.
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