
Frank Kearns and the Impossible Assignment
for CBS News: An Intriguing Saga of
Journalism and Espionage
Unraveling the Enigma of Frank Kearns

Frank Kearns, a seasoned journalist and CBS News correspondent,
embarked on an extraordinary assignment in 1965: to report on the
Vietnam War. Little did he know that this assignment would thrust him into a
vortex of political intrigue, espionage, and the perils of war journalism.
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Kearns's journey in Vietnam began with a profound understanding of the
war's complexities. He witnessed firsthand the brutality of the conflict, the
suffering of the Vietnamese people, and the political turmoil that
overshadowed the battlefield. Driven by a deep commitment to truth and
objectivity, Kearns sought to present unbiased accounts of the war to the
American public.
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Navigating the Treacherous Landscape of Vietnam

Vietnam in the 1960s was a hostile and dangerous environment for
journalists. The war had become a quagmire, with American forces facing
fierce resistance from the North Vietnamese Army and the Viet Cong.
Media coverage of the war was heavily scrutinized by both sides, and
journalists were often caught in the crossfire of propaganda and
censorship.

Kearns's reports from Vietnam were illuminating and unflinching. He
exposed the grim realities of the war, including the indiscriminate bombing
of civilian targets, the use of chemical warfare, and the widespread
atrocities committed by both sides. His reporting earned him the respect of
his colleagues but also drew the ire of the U.S. government and the South
Vietnamese regime.

Facing Accusations of Espionage

As Kearns delved deeper into the intricacies of the war, he found himself
entangled in a web of espionage and covert operations. In 1967, he was
accused by the South Vietnamese government of being a spy for the North
Vietnamese. The charges were politically motivated and designed to
discredit his reporting.

Kearns vehemently denied the accusations and continued his work
undeterred. However, the allegations cast a shadow over his career and
raised questions about the limits of journalistic freedom in wartime. The
incident highlighted the precarious position of journalists operating in
conflict zones, where they could easily become pawns in political games.

The Perils of Operation Phoenix



One of the most controversial aspects of Kearns's reporting was his
coverage of Operation Phoenix. This covert program, run by the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),targeted suspected Viet Cong operatives
for assassination. Kearns uncovered evidence of widespread abuse and
extrajudicial killings within the program, which he reported in a series of
groundbreaking articles.

His revelations sparked outrage both in the United States and
internationally. The CIA vehemently denied the allegations, but Kearns's
reporting ultimately led to a congressional investigation and the eventual
dismantling of Operation Phoenix. Kearns's courage in exposing the dark
underbelly of the war earned him both praise and condemnation, but it also
further solidified his reputation as a fearless and principled journalist.

The Tet Offensive and the Massacre at My Lai

Kearns was on the front lines during the Tet Offensive of 1968, one of the
most pivotal events of the Vietnam War. He witnessed the ferocity of the
fighting and the devastating impact it had on the Vietnamese people. His
reports from Hue, where some of the heaviest fighting took place, provided
a vivid and unforgettable account of the horrors of war.

In March 1968, Kearns's reporting took a tragic turn when he broke the
story of the My Lai Massacre. U.S. troops had slaughtered hundreds of
unarmed Vietnamese civilians in the village of My Lai. Kearns's graphic
account of the massacre shocked the world and helped galvanize public
opinion against the war.

The Legacy of Frank Kearns



Frank Kearns's assignment in Vietnam was an extraordinary test of his
courage, integrity, and journalistic principles. Despite facing accusations of
espionage, political pressure, and the horrors of war, Kearns remained
committed to the pursuit of truth. His reporting played a crucial role in
shaping public opinion about the Vietnam War and exposing the dark
secrets of covert operations.

Kearns's legacy as a war correspondent endures to this day. He serves as
an inspiration to journalists who face challenges to their freedom and
independence in reporting on conflict zones. His work reminds us of the
importance of objective reporting, the perils of propaganda, and the
enduring power of the truth.
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