Exiled African Ex Monarchs Around the Turn
of the Century: A Tale of Loss, Resilience, and
Adaptation

In the aftermath of the European colonial era, many African monarchs were
forced into exile. Some were deposed by their own people, while others
were overthrown by foreign powers. These exiled monarchs often faced
great hardship, but they also showed remarkable resilience and adaptation.
They established new lives in foreign lands, and they continued to play a
role in African affairs.
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The Deposed Monarchs

The deposed monarchs of Africa came from a variety of backgrounds.
Some were members of ancient royal families, while others were more
recent upstarts. Some were wealthy and powerful, while others were
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relatively poor. However, they all shared a common experience of loss and
exile.

One of the most famous deposed monarchs was Emperor Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia. Haile Selassie was a direct descendant of the ancient Solomonic
dynasty, and he reigned for over four decades. In 1974, he was overthrown
by a military coup and forced into exile. He died in exile in 1975.

Another well-known deposed monarch was King Farouk of Egypt. Farouk
was the last king of Egypt, and he was overthrown in a military coup in
1952. He spent the rest of his life in exile, and he died in Rome in 1965.

The Challenges of Exile

The deposed monarchs of Africa faced a number of challenges in exile.
They had to adjust to a new culture and a new way of life. They often had
to learn a new language and find a new job. They also had to deal with the
loss of their status and their power.

In addition to these challenges, the deposed monarchs also had to contend
with the political and economic instability of their home countries. Many of
their countries were wracked by civil war and violence. This made it difficult
for the monarchs to return home and reclaim their thrones.

Resilience and Adaptation

Despite the challenges they faced, the deposed monarchs of Africa showed
remarkable resilience and adaptation. They established new lives in foreign
lands, and they continued to play a role in African affairs. They became
involved in politics, diplomacy, and philanthropy. They also wrote books and
gave speeches about their experiences.



One of the most successful deposed monarchs was King Hassan Il of
Morocco. Hassan Il was overthrown in a military coup in 1965, but he
managed to regain his throne in 1969. He then ruled Morocco for over
three decades.

Another successful deposed monarch was President Kwame Nkrumah of
Ghana. Nkrumah was overthrown in a military coup in 1966, but he
continued to be involved in African politics until his death in 1972.

The Legacy of the Deposed Monarchs

The deposed monarchs of Africa left a lasting legacy. They were symbols of
both the loss and the resilience of the African continent. They showed that
even in exile, they could continue to make a positive contribution to their
countries and to the world.

The deposed monarchs of Africa are a reminder that even in the darkest of
times, there is always hope. They are an inspiration to us all to persevere in
the face of adversity.
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Further Reading

= The Exile Kings: The Last Monarchs of the African Scramble by
Charles Miller

= African Monarchies: The Past and Present of Monarchies in Africa by
Richard A. Reid

= The African Diaspora: A History Through Sources by Patrick Manning
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