
Escape from the Edge: The Azrielis of
Holocaust Survivor Memoirs 12
The Holocaust, one of the darkest chapters in human history, witnessed the
systematic persecution and murder of millions of Jews by the Nazi regime.
Amidst the horrors and despair, stories of survival and resilience emerged,
offering a glimmer of hope amidst the darkness. One such story is that of
the Azrieli family, whose experiences are documented in the book "Escape
from the Edge: The Azrielis of Holocaust Survivor Memoirs 12." This article
explores the harrowing journey of the Azrielis, their escape from Nazi
persecution, and their remarkable contributions to art and culture after the
war.

Escape from the Edge (The Azrieli Series of Holocaust
Survivor Memoirs Book 12) by Morris Schnitzer

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6754 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 208 pages
Lending : Enabled

The Azrieli Family: A Legacy of Survival

The Azrieli family, originally from Poland, faced unimaginable horrors during
the Holocaust. The patriarch, David Azrieli, was imprisoned in the
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Auschwitz concentration camp, while his wife, Tova, and their three children
were sent to Bergen-Belsen. Despite the unimaginable suffering they
endured, the Azrielis managed to escape and rebuild their lives after the
war.

Escape from Auschwitz: A Harrowing Journey

David Azrieli's escape from Auschwitz is a testament to the human will to
survive. After enduring unimaginable horrors in the camp, including
witnessing the death of his brother, David managed to escape during a
death march. He wandered through the Polish countryside for weeks,
evading capture and relying on the kindness of strangers for food and
shelter. His harrowing journey is a reminder of the resilience and
determination of those who faced the horrors of the Holocaust.

The Bergen-Belsen Ordeal: Tova and the Children

While David faced the horrors of Auschwitz, his wife, Tova, and their three
children were imprisoned in Bergen-Belsen. The conditions in the camp
were equally appalling, with rampant disease, starvation, and
overcrowding. Tova and her children clung to each other for support,
determined to survive the unimaginable. Their story is a testament to the
power of family and the unbreakable bonds that can sustain us through
even the darkest of times.

Liberation and the Long Road to Recovery

The liberation of the concentration camps by the Allied forces in 1945
marked a turning point in the Azrielis' lives. However, the scars of their
experiences ran deep, and the road to recovery was long and arduous. The
Azrielis struggled with physical and emotional trauma, as well as the



overwhelming task of rebuilding their lives from scratch. Their resilience
and determination during this challenging time is an inspiration to all who
have faced adversity.

Art as a Form of Healing and Remembrance

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, art became a powerful form of healing
and remembrance for the Azrieli family. David Azrieli, a talented artist, used
his work to express the horrors he had witnessed and to pay tribute to
those who had perished. His son, Rafael, became a renowned architect,
whose iconic buildings, such as the Azrieli Center in Tel Aviv, serve as a
lasting legacy to the family's resilience and the indomitable spirit of the
Holocaust survivors.

Legacy and Impact

The story of the Azrieli family is a testament to the human capacity for
survival, resilience, and creativity. Their experiences during the Holocaust
and their remarkable contributions to art and culture after the war have left
an enduring legacy. The Azrielis' memoirs, along with other Holocaust
survivor testimonies, serve as essential historical documents that remind us
of the horrors of the past and the importance of fighting against intolerance
and hatred.

Preserving the Memory: Holocaust Education and Remembrance

The story of the Azrieli family and other Holocaust survivors plays a crucial
role in Holocaust education and remembrance. Their testimonies and
memoirs provide first-hand accounts of the atrocities committed by the
Nazis, ensuring that the memory of the Holocaust is never forgotten. By
learning about the experiences of survivors, we gain a deeper



understanding of the horrors of genocide and the importance of combating
hatred and intolerance in all its forms.

"Escape from the Edge: The Azrielis of Holocaust Survivor Memoirs 12" is
a powerful and moving account of survival, resilience, and the
transformative power of art. The Azrieli family's journey from the horrors of
the Holocaust to the remarkable contributions they made to the world is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who have faced adversity. Their
story serves as a reminder of the importance of fighting against intolerance
and hatred, and of the enduring power of hope and resilience in the face of
even the darkest of times.
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