
Emiliano Zapata: Revolutionary Leader of the
Mexican Revolution
Early Life and Influences

Emiliano Zapata Salazar was born on August 8, 1879, in Anenecuilco, a
small town in the state of Morelos, Mexico. His parents, Gabriel Zapata and
Cleofas Salazar, were campesinos (peasants) who worked on a sugar
plantation. From a young age, Zapata witnessed firsthand the injustices
faced by the peasantry under the dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz.

Inspired by the ideas of the Mexican Revolution of 1810, Zapata became
involved in local politics and land reform movements. He joined the Liberal
Club of Morelos and later became its leader. In 1910, when Díaz rigged the
presidential election to maintain his power, Zapata called for an armed
uprising.
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Zapata's call to arms ignited what became known as the Mexican
Revolution. He formed the Liberation Army of the South, a peasant army
that fought for land reform, social justice, and the end of the dictatorship.
Zapata's army quickly gained control of Morelos and parts of neighboring
states.

Emiliano Zapata
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Zapata's army was known for its military prowess and its commitment to
social justice. They fought against the federal army of Díaz and later
against the revolutionary factions led by Venustiano Carranza and
Francisco Villa. Zapata's slogan, "Land and Liberty," became a rallying cry
for the peasantry and marginalized communities.

“"The land belongs to those who work it."

- Emiliano Zapata”

Zapata's land reform program sought to redistribute large haciendas
(estates) to the peasants who worked on them. He believed that this would
create a more just and equitable society. Zapata also fought for other social
reforms, such as labor rights, education, and healthcare.

Assassination and Legacy

In 1919, Zapata was assassinated by Colonel Jesús Guajardo, a traitor
within his own army. Zapata's death was a major blow to the revolutionary
movement, but his legacy continued to inspire generations of Mexicans.

Zapata's ideals of land reform, social justice, and the rights of the peasantry
have remained central to Mexican politics and society. He is considered
one of the most important figures in Mexican history and is revered as a
national hero.

Timeline of Key Events

1879



Emiliano Zapata is born in Anenecuilco, Morelos, Mexico.
1910
Zapata calls for an armed uprising against the dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz.

1911
Zapata forms the Liberation Army of the South.

1914
Zapata's army captures Mexico City.

1919
Zapata is assassinated by Colonel Jesús Guajardo.

Emiliano Zapata was a charismatic and influential leader who played a
pivotal role in the Mexican Revolution. His vision of a more just and
equitable society continues to resonate with Mexicans today. Zapata's
legacy reminds us of the importance of fighting for the rights of the
marginalized and the power of collective action.
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