
Eighteen Life Stories From Umkhonto We
Sizwe Ashley Kriel Detachment: An Intimate
Glimpse into the Lives and Struggles of Anti-
Apartheid Fighters
Eighteen Life Stories From Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel Detachment
is a book that tells the stories of eighteen anti-apartheid fighters who were
part of the Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel Detachment. The book
provides an intimate glimpse into the lives and struggles of these
individuals, and sheds light on the sacrifices they made in the fight for
freedom and equality in South Africa.

The Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel Detachment was a unit of the African
National Congress's (ANC) armed wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe (MK). The
detachment was formed in 1984 and was named after Ashley Kriel, a
young ANC activist who was killed by the apartheid regime in 1981.

The detachment was made up of eighteen young men and women who
came from different backgrounds and walks of life. They were united by
their shared commitment to the fight against apartheid and their belief in a
free and democratic South Africa.
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The detachment carried out a number of high-profile attacks against the
apartheid regime, including the bombing of the Magoo's Bar in Durban in
1986 and the Church Street bombing in Pretoria in 1985. These attacks
helped to raise awareness of the ANC's struggle against apartheid and put
pressure on the regime to negotiate a peaceful transition to democracy.

In 1990, the apartheid regime was finally dismantled and Nelson Mandela
was released from prison. The members of the Umkhonto We Sizwe
Ashley Kriel Detachment played a significant role in the fight for freedom
and equality in South Africa.

The book Eighteen Life Stories From Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel
Detachment is a testament to the courage and sacrifice of these
individuals. The stories in the book are both inspiring and heartbreaking,
and they provide a valuable insight into the human cost of the struggle
against apartheid.

The Stories

The eighteen stories in the book are told in the first person, and they
provide a unique insight into the lives and experiences of the anti-apartheid
fighters who were part of the Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel
Detachment.
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The stories are full of vivid detail and emotion, and they capture the
challenges and dangers that the detachment faced. They also highlight the
comradeship and solidarity that existed between the members of the
detachment.

One of the most powerful stories in the book is that of Fikile Bam. Bam was
a young woman who joined the detachment in 1985. She was captured by
the apartheid regime in 1986 and was sentenced to life in prison. She was
released in 1990 and went on to become a successful businesswoman.

Bam's story is a testament to the resilience and determination of the anti-
apartheid fighters. Despite the challenges and dangers that she faced, she
never gave up on her dream of a free and democratic South Africa.

The Impact of the Book

The book Eighteen Life Stories From Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel
Detachment has been praised for its powerful and moving account of the
anti-apartheid struggle. The book has been used in schools and
universities to teach students about the history of apartheid and the role
that the ANC played in the fight for freedom and equality.

The book has also been praised for its contribution to the reconciliation
process in South Africa. The stories in the book help to build understanding
and empathy between people from different backgrounds and experiences.



Eighteen Life Stories From Umkhonto We Sizwe Ashley Kriel Detachment
is a powerful and moving account of the anti-apartheid struggle. The stories
in the book are both inspiring and heartbreaking, and they provide a
valuable insight into the human cost of the struggle for freedom and
equality.

The book is a testament to the courage and sacrifice of the anti-apartheid
fighters who fought for a free and democratic South Africa. Their stories are
a reminder of the importance of fighting for what you believe in, no matter
how great the challenges may be.
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