
Diocletian and the Roman Recovery: Roman
Imperial Biographies
Diocletian was a Roman emperor who ruled from 284 to 305 AD. He is best
known for his reforms, which helped to stabilize the Roman Empire and
restore its prosperity. Diocletian was born in Dalmatia, in the Balkans. He
rose through the ranks of the Roman army, and eventually became
emperor after the death of Numerian in 284 AD.
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Diocletian's Reforms

Diocletian's reign was a time of great change for the Roman Empire. He
reformed the army, the government, and the economy. He also divided the
empire into two parts, with himself ruling the East and Maximian ruling the
West.

Army Reforms
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Diocletian's army reforms were designed to create a more professional and
effective fighting force. He increased the size of the army, and he also
improved the training and equipment of the soldiers. Diocletian also created
a new system of mobile field armies, which could be deployed quickly to
meet any threat to the empire.

Government Reforms

Diocletian's government reforms were designed to create a more
centralized and efficient administration. He divided the empire into
provinces, and he appointed governors to administer each province.
Diocletian also created a new system of taxation, which was more fair and
efficient than the previous system.

Economic Reforms

Diocletian's economic reforms were designed to revive the Roman
economy. He introduced a new gold coinage, which helped to stabilize the
economy. Diocletian also reformed the tax system, and he encouraged
trade and commerce.

Division of the Empire

In 285 AD, Diocletian divided the Roman Empire into two parts, with himself
ruling the East and Maximian ruling the West. This division was intended to
make the empire more manageable and to improve the efficiency of the
administration.

Diocletian's Persecution of Christians

Diocletian's reign was also marked by persecution of Christians. In 303 AD,
Diocletian issued an edict ordering the destruction of Christian churches



and the arrest of Christian leaders. This persecution was one of the most
severe in the history of the Roman Empire.

Diocletian's Abdication

Diocletian abdicated in 305 AD, and retired to his palace in Split, Croatia.
He died in 313 AD. Diocletian was a complex and controversial figure. He
was a brilliant military leader and a skilled administrator. However, he was
also a ruthless persecutor of Christians. His reforms had a lasting impact
on the Roman Empire, and he is considered one of the most important
emperors in Roman history.

Diocletian was a major figure in Roman history. His reforms helped to
stabilize the empire and restore its prosperity. However, his reign was also
marked by persecution of Christians. Diocletian's legacy is a mixed one,
but there is no doubt that he was one of the most important emperors in
Roman history.

Additional Resources
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