Criminal or Patriot: The Emancipation of
Yorubas in Nigeria

Yorubas, an ethnic group indigenous to southwestern Nigeria, have a rich
history marked by vibrant culture, political struggles, and the quest for
emancipation. The emancipation of Yorubas in Nigeria has been a
multifaceted journey characterized by both criminal and patriotic acts. While
some individuals have taken up arms to fight for their freedom, others have
pursued nonviolent means, advocating for political and economic
empowerment. This article delves into the complexities surrounding the
emancipation of Yorubas in Nigeria, exploring the motivations and
consequences of both criminal and patriotic actions.

Historical Context

The Yoruba people have a long history of resistance against oppression
and colonialism. During the era of the slave trade, many Yorubas were
captured and sold as slaves to European and American traders. Yoruba
kingdoms, such as the Oyo Empire, played a significant role in the
transatlantic slave trade, participating in raids and wars to capture slaves.
However, some Yoruba individuals also emerged as leaders in the fight
against slavery.
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In the 19th century, with the rise of British colonialism, the Yorubas faced
new challenges to their autonomy. The British established a protectorate
over Yorubaland in 1893, leading to the annexation of Yoruba kingdoms
into the British Empire. Yoruba leaders, such as Herbert Macaulay and
Nnamdi Azikiwe, emerged as nationalists, advocating for self-government
and the emancipation of Yorubas from colonial rule.

Criminal Acts

Some Yoruba individuals have resorted to criminal activities as a means of
expressing their frustration and fighting for their emancipation. These acts
include armed robbery, kidnapping, and drug trafficking. Criminal gangs
and militias have emerged in Yorubaland, engaging in violent activities that
have terrorized local communities and undermined the rule of law.

The motivations behind these criminal acts are complex. Some individuals
may view crime as a way to gain economic empowerment and challenge
the perceived injustices of the Nigerian state. Others may be driven by a
sense of alienation and lack of opportunities. The high levels of poverty and
unemployment in Yorubaland have contributed to the rise of criminal
activities.

The consequences of criminal acts by some Yorubas have been severe.
Armed robbery and kidnapping have resulted in loss of lives and property.
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Drug trafficking has fueled addiction problems and disrupted social
harmony. These criminal activities have tarnished the reputation of the
Yoruba people and made it difficult for them to achieve their legitimate
aspirations.

Patriotic Acts

Many Yorubas have pursued nonviolent means to achieve their
emancipation. They have engaged in political activism, education, and
economic empowerment. Yoruba leaders have played a prominent role in
the Nigerian independence movement and the struggle for democracy.

One of the most influential Yoruba leaders was Chief Obafemi Awolowo,
who served as the Premier of Western Region from 1954 to 1960. Awolowo
was a visionary leader who implemented progressive policies that focused
on education, infrastructure development, and healthcare. His programs
aimed at empowering the Yoruba people and improving their economic and
social conditions.

Other notable Yoruba patriots include Wole Soyinka, a Nobel Prize-winning
playwright and activist, and Fela Kuti, a musician and political
commentator. Soyinka has been an outspoken critic of authoritarian
regimes and has advocated for human rights and democracy in Nigeria.
Fela Kuti used his music to spread messages of social justice and
resistance against oppression.

The patriotic acts of Yoruba individuals have contributed significantly to the
emancipation of the Yoruba people. Through their dedication to education,
political activism, and economic empowerment, they have created



opportunities for their communities and laid the foundation for a prosperous
future.

Balancing Criminal and Patriotic Acts

The struggle for the emancipation of Yorubas in Nigeria has involved a mix
of criminal and patriotic acts. While criminal activities have damaged the
reputation of the Yoruba people and undermined their legitimate
aspirations, patriotic acts have achieved greater success in empowering
Yorubas and improving their lives.

It is important to recognize the motivations behind both criminal and
patriotic acts and to address the underlying issues that contribute to the
resort to violence. By addressing poverty, unemployment, and social
inequality, the Nigerian government and Yoruba leaders can create a more
just and equitable society that reduces the appeal of criminal activities.

At the same time, it is crucial to promote the values of nonviolence,
dialogue, and peaceful resolution of conflicts. Yoruba leaders and civil
society organizations must continue to advocate for the rule of law, human
rights, and the emancipation of Yorubas through legitimate means.

The emancipation of Yorubas in Nigeria is an ongoing process that has
involved both criminal and patriotic acts. While criminal activities have
caused harm and hindered progress, patriotic acts have played a vital role
in empowering Yorubas and improving their lives. By addressing the
underlying causes of crime and promoting nonviolent means of resistance,
Yorubas can continue their journey towards emancipation and achieve a
future where they can enjoy freedom, justice, and prosperity.



Julius Afolalu
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