
Creating Verbatim Theatre From Oral
Histories: Practicing Oral History
Verbatim theatre is a captivating form of theatre that employs the verbatim
technique, where actors perform the exact words spoken by individuals
during interviews. This unique approach transforms real-life experiences
into compelling theatrical performances, offering audiences an intimate
glimpse into the complexities of human narratives.
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Creating verbatim theatre from oral histories is a meticulous process that
requires careful planning, ethical considerations, and artistic interpretation.
This comprehensive guide will provide a step-by-step roadmap for
practitioners to successfully navigate this creative journey.

Step 1: Preparation and Research
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Gathering Oral Histories

The foundation of verbatim theatre lies in authentic oral histories. Identify
individuals with compelling stories that align with your chosen theme.
Establish trust and rapport by building personal connections and adhering
to ethical guidelines for informed consent.

Research the Topic

Immerse yourself in the subject matter through archival research,
documentaries, and academic literature. This will deepen your
understanding of the context and provide a richer framework for interpreting
the oral histories.

Step 2: Conducting Interviews
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Preparation

Plan detailed interview questions that elicit rich and nuanced responses.
Consider using open-ended questions, active listening, and follow-up
prompts to encourage participants to share their perspectives.

Interview Techniques

Create a comfortable and safe environment for interviewees. Establish
rapport by being empathetic, respectful, and present. Record the interviews
thoroughly, ensuring clear audio quality for accurate transcription.

Step 3: Transcription and Analysis

Transcription

Transcribe the interviews verbatim, preserving every word uttered by the
participants. Use timestamps to facilitate referencing and organization.

Analysis

Identify keywords, common themes, and compelling narratives within the
transcribed interviews. Analyze the language, tone, and body language of
the participants to uncover deeper meanings and emotional nuances.

Step 4: Script Development

Selecting Material

Choose the most impactful and evocative excerpts from the interviews.
Arrange the material into a cohesive narrative that maintains the
authenticity of the participants' voices.

Writing the Script



Craft the script by maintaining the verbatim text while ensuring it flows
seamlessly as a dramatic piece. Consider pacing, dialogue, and the
emotional journey of the characters.

Step 5: Rehearsals and Performance

Rehearsals

Involve the actors in the rehearsal process, guiding them to capture the
essence of the participants' narratives. Encourage them to understand the
motivations and experiences behind the words.

Performance

Stage the verbatim performance with sensitivity and respect for the
participants' stories. Engage the audience with powerful storytelling,
evocative performances, and a profound connection to the human
experiences portrayed.

Ethical Considerations

Verbatim theatre must adhere to strict ethical guidelines to protect the
participants' rights and privacy. Obtain informed consent before recording
and using their words. Respect their confidentiality by altering names or
identifying details if necessary.

Creating verbatim theatre from oral histories is a transformative process
that empowers artists to share real-life narratives with audiences through
the transformative power of theatre. By following these steps and adhering
to ethical considerations, practitioners can create compelling performances
that illuminate the complexities of human experience, foster empathy, and
ignite meaningful dialogue.
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