
Chronicle of War and Political Chaos in the
Post-Soviet Caucasus: A Comprehensive
Overview
The post-Soviet Caucasus has been a region of chronic instability and
conflict since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Wars, ethnic
cleansing, and political turmoil have plagued the region, leaving a legacy of
profound suffering and unresolved tensions. This comprehensive article
aims to provide a detailed chronicle of the key events, historical roots, and
ongoing challenges that have shaped the post-Soviet Caucasus.

Historical Roots

The post-Soviet Caucasus is a region with a complex and contested
history. The region has been home to a multitude of empires and
civilizations, including the Persian, Roman, Byzantine, Russian, and
Ottoman empires. These empires have left a lasting impact on the region's
political, economic, and cultural landscape.
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In the 19th century, the Caucasus became a battleground between the
Russian and Ottoman empires. The region was eventually incorporated into
the Russian Empire, but local resistance to Russian rule continued
throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Collapse of the Soviet Union

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 had a profound impact on the
Caucasus. The region was suddenly thrust into a state of political and
economic chaos. Ethnic tensions, which had been suppressed under
Soviet rule, re-emerged with a vengeance.

In the aftermath of the Soviet collapse, a number of new states emerged in
the Caucasus, including Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and the
unrecognized republics of Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, and South
Ossetia.

Wars and Ethnic Cleansing

The collapse of the Soviet Union led to a series of wars and ethnic
cleansing campaigns in the Caucasus. The most devastating of these
conflicts was the Nagorno-Karabakh War, which lasted from 1988 to 1994.
The war resulted in the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people
and the deaths of tens of thousands.

Other conflicts in the Caucasus include the Georgian-Abkhaz War, the
Georgian-Ossetian War, and the First and Second Chechen Wars. These
conflicts have all contributed to the region's instability and have left a
legacy of deep-seated animosity.
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Political Chaos

The post-Soviet Caucasus has been plagued by political chaos. Many of
the new states in the region have struggled to establish stable and
democratic governments.

In some cases, these states have been plagued by corruption,
authoritarianism, and human rights abuses. In other cases, states have
been crippled by ethnic conflict and political instability.

Ongoing Challenges

The post-Soviet Caucasus continues to face a number of ongoing
challenges. These challenges include:

Unresolved conflicts: The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the Georgian-
Abkhaz conflict, and the Georgian-Ossetian conflict remain
unresolved. These conflicts have the potential to erupt into violence at
any time.

Ethnic tensions: Ethnic tensions remain high in the Caucasus. In
some cases, these tensions have led to violence and ethnic cleansing.

Political instability: Many of the states in the Caucasus have
struggled to establish stable and democratic governments. This
instability has contributed to the region's ongoing problems.

Economic problems: The economies of the Caucasus states are
weak and underdeveloped. This has contributed to poverty and
unemployment in the region.

Pathways Towards Stability



There are a number of pathways towards stability in the post-Soviet
Caucasus. These pathways include:

Resolving conflicts: The unresolved conflicts in the Caucasus must
be resolved in order to achieve lasting peace and stability in the
region.

Reducing ethnic tensions: Ethnic tensions must be reduced in order
to create a more tolerant and inclusive society in the Caucasus.

Promoting democracy: Democracy must be promoted in the
Caucasus in order to create more stable and accountable
governments.

Improving economic conditions: The economies of the Caucasus
states must be improved in order to create a more prosperous and
sustainable region.

The post-Soviet Caucasus is a complex and volatile region. The region has
been plagued by war, ethnic cleansing, and political chaos since the
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. However, there are a number of
pathways towards stability in the post-Soviet Caucasus. These pathways
include resolving conflicts, reducing ethnic tensions, promoting democracy,
and improving economic conditions.
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