
Can't Wait to Get There, Can't Wait to Leave: A
Comprehensive Exploration of the Human
Experience of Travel
Traveling is an activity that evokes a wide range of emotions, from
anticipation and excitement to exhaustion and relief. This article explores
the complex and often contradictory feelings that travelers experience,
drawing on insights from psychology, literature, and personal anecdotes.
Through an in-depth analysis of the 'can't wait to get there, can't wait to
leave' phenomenon, this article sheds light on the multifaceted nature of
the human experience of travel.
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The Psychology of Travel

Psychologists have long studied the psychological effects of travel. One of
the most well-known findings is that travel can lead to increased happiness
and well-being. A study published in the journal Tourism Management
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found that people who traveled frequently were more likely to report feeling
happy and satisfied with their lives. Travel has also been shown to reduce
stress, improve mood, and boost creativity.

However, travel can also have some negative psychological effects. For
example, some people experience anxiety or depression while traveling.
Others may feel overwhelmed by the new sights, sounds, and smells of a
foreign country. These negative emotions can sometimes lead to a desire
to return home early.

The Literature of Travel

The literature of travel is replete with examples of the complex and
contradictory emotions that travelers experience. In her book A Room with
a View, E.M. Forster describes the protagonist's conflicting feelings about
Italy. On the one hand, she is excited to experience the country's beauty
and culture. On the other hand, she is also homesick and longing for the
familiar comforts of England.

In his novel On the Road, Jack Kerouac captures the restless spirit of
travel. The protagonist, Sal Paradise, is constantly on the move, searching
for new experiences and encounters. However, he is also haunted by a
sense of longing and dissatisfaction. He writes, "I'm on the road to find out
what I'm looking for, but I don't know what it is." This quote perfectly
encapsulates the bittersweet nature of travel.

Personal Anecdotes

In addition to psychology and literature, personal anecdotes can also
provide valuable insights into the human experience of travel. Here are a
few examples from real travelers:



"I can't wait to get to Paris! I've always dreamed of seeing the Eiffel
Tower and the Louvre."

"I'm so excited to go on a safari in Africa. I've always wanted to see
lions and elephants in the wild."

"I'm dreading my upcoming business trip to China. I'm not looking
forward to the long flights and the jet lag."

"I can't wait to leave this place! I've been here for a week and I'm
already homesick."

The 'Can't Wait to Get There, Can't Wait to Leave' Phenomenon

The 'can't wait to get there, can't wait to leave' phenomenon is a common
experience among travelers. It is often characterized by a mixture of
excitement and anxiety. Travelers may be excited to experience the new
sights, sounds, and smells of a foreign country. However, they may also be
anxious about the unfamiliar culture, language, and customs.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to the 'can't wait to get
there, can't wait to leave' phenomenon. These include:

Unrealistic expectations. Travelers may have unrealistic
expectations about their destination. They may imagine that it will be a
perfect place, free from any problems or inconveniences. This can lead
to disappointment when they arrive and find that the reality does not
live up to their expectations.

Culture shock. Culture shock is a common experience among
travelers. It can occur when travelers are exposed to a culture that is



very different from their own. This can lead to feelings of confusion,
disorientation, and anxiety.

Homesickness. Homesickness is another common experience among
travelers. It can occur when travelers are away from home for an
extended period of time. This can lead to feelings of sadness,
loneliness, and longing for home.

Tips for Dealing with the 'Can't Wait to Get There, Can't Wait to Leave'
Phenomenon

If you are experiencing the 'can't wait to get there, can't wait to leave'
phenomenon, there are a number of things you can do to cope with your
feelings. These include:

Be realistic about your expectations. Don't expect your destination
to be a perfect place. There will always be some challenges and
inconveniences.

Learn about the local culture before you go. This will help you to
avoid culture shock.

Stay connected with home. This will help to reduce homesickness.

Give yourself time to adjust. It takes time to get used to a new
culture. Don't be discouraged if you don't feel like yourself right away.

Talk to other travelers. They can offer support and advice.

Traveling is a complex and multifaceted experience. It can be both exciting
and challenging. Travelers may experience a wide range of emotions, from
anticipation and excitement to exhaustion and relief. The 'can't wait to get
there, can't wait to leave' phenomenon is a common experience among



travelers. It is often characterized by a mixture of excitement and anxiety.
Travelers may be excited to experience the new sights, sounds, and smells
of a foreign country. However, they may also be anxious about the
unfamiliar culture, language, and customs. There are a number of things
that travelers can do to cope with the 'can't wait to get there, can't wait to
leave' phenomenon. These include being realistic about their expectations,
learning about the local culture before they go, staying connected with
home, giving themselves time to adjust, and talking to other travelers.
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