Black Tudors: The Untold Story of England's
African Roots

The Tudor period, spanning from 1485 to 1603, is often associated with
iconic figures such as Henry VIII and Elizabeth |. However, recent research
has shed light on a lesser-known aspect of this era: the presence and
influence of Africans in England.
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Through meticulous archival research and analysis, historians have
uncovered a rich tapestry of experiences and contributions by individuals of
African descent during the Tudor period. These individuals, known as Black
Tudors, challenge the traditional narrative of a predominantly white Tudor
England.

Africans in the Royal Court

One of the most prominent Black Tudors was John Blanke, a trumpeter in
the court of Henry VIII. Blanke, who hailed from North Africa, was a skilled
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musician and a favorite of the king. He accompanied Henry on his travels
and participated in important court ceremonies.

Another notable figure was Catherine of Aragon's Moorish servant, Juan de
Moriana. Moriana, who came from Spain, served as Catherine's personal
attendant and was highly trusted by the queen. His presence in the royal
court is indicative of the close ties between England and Spain during this
period.

Africans in English Society

Beyond the royal court, Africans played a diverse range of roles in English
society. Some worked as servants in wealthy households, while others
were involved in trade and commerce. For example, John Awdeley, a Black
merchant from London, imported and sold luxury goods from Africa and the
Mediterranean.

Other Africans found employment in the entertainment industry. William
Evans, a Black actor, performed in plays at the Globe Theatre, alongside
renowned playwrights such as William Shakespeare. His presence on the
English stage challenges the notion that Black actors were absent from
Elizabethan theatre.

Interracial Relationships

The presence of Black Tudors also sheds light on the complexities of race
and identity in Tudor England. Historical records reveal that interracial
relationships were not uncommon, despite the prevailing prejudices of the
time.



One such relationship was the marriage between Anne of Cleves and Philip
van Wilder, a Black musician in her household. Their union, although short-
lived, demonstrates the possibility of i5#j%&relationships in the Tudor era.

Challenging Stereotypes

The story of Black Tudors challenges the stereotypical view of Tudor
England as a predominantly white society. It reveals a more diverse and
inclusive society than previously assumed, where individuals of African
descent played significant roles in various spheres of life.

Their presence in the royal court, their contributions to English society, and
their personal experiences as Black individuals add a new dimension to our
understanding of the Tudor period. It compels us to rethink our
assumptions about race, identity, and the nature of English society during
this time.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Black Tudors is still felt today. Their stories remind us of the
rich diversity that has always been a part of English history. They inspire us
to embrace inclusivity and challenge stereotypes about race and identity.

The discovery and exploration of Black Tudors is an ongoing process. As
historians continue to uncover more evidence, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities and nuances of race and diversity in
English history. The untold story of Black Tudors is a testament to the rich
tapestry of human experience that has shaped our world.

Black Tudors: The Untold Story of England's African Roots is a fascinating
and enlightening account that sheds light on the presence and influence of



Africans in England during the Tudor period. It challenges traditional
narratives, reveals the complexities of race and identity, and inspires us to
embrace a more inclusive and diverse understanding of our history.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity

Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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' o California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its

most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
Q fast food...
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