As We Forgive: Stories of Reconciliation from
Rwanda

In the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, a group of survivors and
perpetrators came together to share their stories of loss, pain, and
forgiveness. The result is a deeply moving collection of true stories that
offer a glimpse into the transformative power of reconciliation.
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The Rwandan Genocide: A Call for Forgiveness

The Rwandan genocide was a horrific event that occurred in 1994. Over
the course of 100 days, an estimated 800,000 people were killed in a
systematic campaign of violence that was perpetrated by Hutu extremists
against Tutsi civilians. The genocide was a culmination of years of ethnic
tension and political instability in Rwanda.

In the wake of the genocide, Rwanda was left shattered. The country was
divided, families were torn apart, and the social fabric of the nation had
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been destroyed. In order to rebuild their country, Rwandans knew that they
needed to find a way to move beyond the pain and anger of the past.

One of the most important steps in the process of reconciliation was the
establishment of the Gacaca courts. These community-based courts were
designed to provide a way for survivors and perpetrators to come together
and share their stories. The Gacaca courts were a success, and they
helped to create a climate of dialogue and understanding that made
reconciliation possible.

Stories of Reconciliation

The stories in this collection are a testament to the power of forgiveness.
They show how, even after experiencing unimaginable pain and loss, it is
possible to find a way to let go of the past and rebuild relationships.

One of the most powerful stories in the collection is that of Immaculée
llibagiza. Immaculée was a Tutsi woman who lost her entire family in the
genocide. She was forced to hide in a bathroom for three months, living on
nothing but rainwater and cockroaches. When she was finally rescued, she
was filled with anger and hatred towards her Hutu attackers.

But Immaculée found a way to forgive her attackers. She realized that
hatred would only destroy her own heart, and she wanted to find a way to
move on with her life. Immaculée's story is an inspiration to everyone who
has ever experienced pain or loss.

Another powerful story in the collection is that of Jean Hatzfeld. Jean was a
journalist who covered the Rwandan genocide for the French newspaper



Libération. He was one of the first Westerners to arrive in Rwanda after the
genocide, and he witnessed the horrors firsthand.

Jean was deeply affected by his experience in Rwanda, and he has spent
the years since the genocide writing about the event and its aftermath. His
work has helped to raise awareness of the Rwandan genocide and the
importance of reconciliation.

The Power of Forgiveness

The stories in this collection are a powerful reminder of the power of
forgiveness. Forgiveness is not about forgetting the past or condoning
violence. It is about letting go of the anger and hatred that can eat away at
our hearts.

Forgiveness is not always easy, but it is possible. It takes courage,
compassion, and a willingness to let go of the past. But when we forgive,
we not only free ourselves from the pain of the past, but we also create the
possibility for reconciliation and peace.

As We Forgive is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the Rwandan
genocide, the power of forgiveness, or the importance of reconciliation. The
stories in this collection are a testament to the human spirit and the power
of healing.

If you are looking for a book that will inspire you, challenge you, and
change your perspective, then | highly recommend As We Forgive.
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Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...
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