
An In-Depth Exploration of Margaret
Thatcher's Life: Authorized Biographies from
London, Washington, and Moscow
Margaret Thatcher, the first and only female prime minister of the United
Kingdom, remains one of the most influential and polarizing figures of the
20th century. Her policies, known as Thatcherism, have had a lasting
impact on both British and global politics.

There have been many biographies written about Thatcher, but few have
been authorized by her family. In recent years, three major authorized
biographies have been published, each offering a unique perspective on
her life and legacy.

The Downing Street Years (2019) by Charles Moore is the first volume of
Thatcher's official biography. It covers her time as prime minister from 1979
to 1990. Moore had unprecedented access to Thatcher's personal papers
and interviews with her closest associates. The result is a comprehensive
and deeply researched account of her life and work.
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Iron Lady: The Authorized Biography of Margaret Thatcher (2017) by
John Campbell is a shorter, more accessible biography of Thatcher.
Campbell draws on interviews with Thatcher herself, as well as her family
and friends. The book provides a balanced and insightful portrait of a
complex and controversial figure.

Margaret Thatcher: A Life and Legacy (2020) by Jonathan Aitken is the
most recent authorized biography of Thatcher. Aitken, a former
Conservative MP, knew Thatcher personally and had access to her private
papers. The book offers a unique perspective on Thatcher's life and legacy,
particularly her relationship with the United States and the Soviet Union.

These three authorized biographies provide a comprehensive and nuanced
portrait of Margaret Thatcher. They offer insights into her personality, her
politics, and her lasting impact on the world.

Early Life and Career

Margaret Hilda Roberts was born on October 13, 1925, in Grantham,
Lincolnshire, England. Her father, Alfred Roberts, was a grocer and
Methodist lay preacher. Her mother, Beatrice Ethel Stephenson, was a
dressmaker.

Thatcher attended Kesteven and Grantham Girls' School, where she
excelled in her studies. She went on to study chemistry at the University of
Oxford, where she was the only woman in her year.
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After graduating from Oxford, Thatcher worked as a research chemist for a
plastics company. In 1951, she married Denis Thatcher, a wealthy
businessman. The couple had two children, Mark and Carol.

In 1959, Thatcher entered politics, winning a seat in the House of
Commons as a Conservative MP. She quickly rose through the ranks of the
party, serving in a number of ministerial positions under Prime Minister
Edward Heath.

Prime Minister

In 1979, Thatcher became prime minister after the Conservative Party won
a general election. She was the first woman to hold the office.

Thatcher's time as prime minister was marked by a number of controversial
policies, including the privatization of state-owned industries, the reduction
of trade union power, and the of a poll tax. These policies were unpopular
with many people, but they helped to reduce inflation and unemployment.

Thatcher also played a key role in the Falklands War of 1982. After
Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands, a British territory in the South
Atlantic, Thatcher sent a task force to retake them. The war was a victory
for Britain, and it helped to boost Thatcher's popularity.

Thatcher's relationship with the United States was close. She was a strong
supporter of President Ronald Reagan's anti-communist policies. Thatcher
also played a key role in the negotiations that led to the end of the Cold
War.



Thatcher resigned as prime minister in 1990 after losing the support of her
party. She remained active in public life after leaving office, and she died in
2013 at the age of 87.

Legacy

Margaret Thatcher is a complex and controversial figure. She was a strong
leader who made a significant impact on British and global politics. Her
policies have been both praised and criticized, but there is no doubt that
she was one of the most important political figures of the 20th century.

Thatcher's legacy is still being debated today. Some people believe that
she was a great leader who saved Britain from economic decline. Others
believe that she was a divisive figure who damaged the country's social
fabric.

Whatever one's opinion of Thatcher, there is no doubt that she was a
remarkable woman who left a lasting mark on the world.
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