
An Architectural Masterpiece: Exploring Colin
McPhee's Enchanting House in Bali
Nestled amidst the vibrant tapestry of Bali's natural beauty, Colin McPhee's
House in Bali is an architectural oasis that seamlessly blends traditional
Indonesian aesthetics with modern design principles.

McPhee, an American composer and ethnomusicologist, fell in love with
Bali during a visit in the 1930s. Inspired by the island's rich cultural heritage
and vibrant arts, he decided to build a house that would reflect his passion
and respect for the local traditions.
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The Architecture

Completed in 1938, the house is a masterpiece of tropical architecture. Its
design embodies the principles of traditional Balinese architecture,
characterized by open-air living spaces, natural materials, and an emphasis
on harmony with nature.
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The house is constructed primarily of wood and thatch, utilizing local
materials and incorporating traditional Balinese construction techniques.

The floor plan is based on the traditional layout of a Balinese compound,
with a central courtyard surrounded by separate pavilions for different
functions.

The Interiors

The interiors of the house reflect McPhee's eclectic tastes and his
fascination with Balinese culture.

The living room is a spacious and open-air space, featuring a high vaulted
ceiling supported by intricate wooden carvings. The furniture is a blend of
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traditional Balinese pieces and modern designs, creating a unique and
inviting atmosphere.

The bedroom is a more private space, designed for relaxation and
tranquility. The room is decorated with traditional Balinese textiles and
artwork, and the bed is adorned with a mosquito net, a common element in
tropical homes.

The Gardens

The gardens surrounding the house are an integral part of the overall
design. Lush tropical vegetation surrounds the property, creating a serene
and private oasis.
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McPhee carefully selected the plants in his gardens, incorporating a variety
of tropical species, including frangipani trees, hibiscus, and orchids.

The gardens also feature a traditional Balinese water feature, known as a
"temple pond." This sacred space is used for ceremonies and is considered
a symbol of prosperity and abundance.

McPhee's Legacy

Colin McPhee's House in Bali is not only an architectural masterpiece but
also a testament to his love and respect for the Balinese culture.

McPhee's work as a composer and ethnomusicologist helped to bridge the
gap between Western and Eastern musical traditions. He was instrumental
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in introducing Balinese music to the West and played a significant role in
promoting the island's rich cultural heritage.

The house continues to serve as a center for cultural exchange and artistic
innovation. It has hosted numerous workshops, performances, and
exhibitions, promoting Balinese culture and traditions to visitors from
around the world.

Colin McPhee's House in Bali is a captivating architectural masterpiece that
embodies the spirit of Bali and the legacy of its renowned creator.

Through its unique design, fascinating history, and enduring cultural
significance, this house continues to inspire and captivate visitors from
around the world.
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Tough Cookies Don't Crumble: The
Unbreakable Spirit of Those Who Overcome
Adversity
Life is full of challenges. We all face them, in one form or another. But for
some people, the challenges are so great that they seem
insurmountable. They may come in...

The California-Born Diners, Burger Joints, and
Fast Food Restaurants That Changed the World
California is known for many things, but its fast food scene is one of its
most iconic. From In-N-Out to McDonald's, some of the most well-known
fast food...
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