
American Legends: The Life of Sacagawea, a
Shoshone Interpreter and Guide
Sacagawea (c. 1788–1812) was a Native American woman who served as
a guide and interpreter for the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which explored
the Louisiana Purchase from 1804 to 1806. Her knowledge of the land and
her ability to communicate with the Native American tribes along the way
were essential to the expedition's success.

Early Life

Sacagawea was born into the Agaidika band of the Lemhi Shoshone tribe
in what is now Idaho. Little is known about her early life, but it is believed
that she was orphaned at a young age and raised by her extended family.
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In 1800, at the age of about 12, Sacagawea was kidnapped by a rival tribe,
the Hidatsa. She was taken to their village in North Dakota, where she was

FREE

https://digital-book-hub.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkQ2WGNsK2hmbnA5RFpTUmFydVordGlROUtFV2xTY1VlN0ZWbmxHZ3c0NE5Td0xrdVpCcEdBV1wvaEkzQnJ5ODdQZWlYSFQxNVRtNFI0RnBHSjRQXC9iY01jM0QyeHdVcTd5QjZFNmxHTlpLa0dNdHZoWmkxWUx5QmpVa1dzbXhGT2g0Q3lUaUREYnNoOEpDZjV6aGp2KzBiVytUMk4wRlg0U3RiS2xNZTJ4SVVxTzRTdTRIWE9nK0ltTThOQ1ZvSFRUQU5ZY2VWRlNyRHdQV05Zbko0aThVQT09IiwiaXYiOiJhNDljMGQwYmY1MjdmYzc3ZGE5MTc5M2MyZWVkMWQyYyIsInMiOiI1ZTUyYTdiY2I3NTBjZjQ5In0%3D
https://digital-book-hub.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImYxaUpLWllBeW5ib1I3VlVuMHBUZzJnTDZLMzlRXC84blloakNBOUI0RSt3c1hueklQYnEyd1FlXC9rQVwvMjg5SUlPbkgxSnN1YnFiN0lvS01JXC9BTDZuSEpsUHRTcDNYN1JwSEZYMzYyVVJkQ1RqaTdwbUtCWTZrQ1krbFV2K1o3bkp3dkM4ZmsybzY5RlJ3bHlVdlRSRGNPSnJKdTliOUd1SW4zMHhKak1MYTdxTjByS2t2Y1VcLzB1SkNvV1BjYXFUd2tkdG5ESFB4MmQ1M2NqTHRmejB4Zz09IiwiaXYiOiJmNWMwMTlmOWE5OTYxNjZlOTY3MWFkZTU1OGUyOGMzMSIsInMiOiJlZDM4NmNhYjhjMWRjMDhhIn0%3D
https://digital-book-hub.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InBqblFIbnRzcytiTGgyWmRaZ1Q4bUhGN2JtZ3krbTRCamJqelhvMDRGWXQ4SlRVQnE5VHMxMXVMZk8xb1JRZzdNMUNoOXEramM1bTIyZzlIM0FBK3BNb09UdG1jWFd0QVhRQVZnTzhvcVpDV3k3S3c2ekx2RFlqamx2b3JIMXpmWnhxSUJaNWE0UDhSeGtDTHVLY0tvbjdNXC9yNG5KOFN4TkV4cGkyN1dzRmI5Z2dFdEFEVU84c3daZHROc3lsY2k3cUk4OSs1TWs1XC9qZ2NPcnZMcSthQT09IiwiaXYiOiIxYTc3MzVkZGQxMGY4ZWI3ZDViMzU3OWQ0MjhkYzVhZCIsInMiOiJiOGNhNmY2YmY1YzlhYTQxIn0%3D


given the name "Bird Woman" because of her small size and quick
movements.

Marriage to Toussaint Charbonneau

In 1804, Sacagawea was purchased by Toussaint Charbonneau, a French-
Canadian fur trader who was serving as a guide for the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. Charbonneau and Sacagawea were married shortly after their
meeting, and she became an interpreter for the expedition.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was a two-year expedition that explored
the Louisiana Purchase, which had been acquired from France in 1803.
The expedition was led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, and it
included a team of scientists, explorers, and interpreters.

Sacagawea played a vital role in the expedition's success. She was able to
communicate with the Native American tribes along the way, and she
provided valuable information about the land and its resources. She also
served as a guide and helped the expedition to find its way through the
unfamiliar territory.

Later Life and Death

After the expedition, Sacagawea and Charbonneau settled in St. Louis,
Missouri. They had two children, Jean Baptiste and Lisette. Sacagawea
died in 1812, at the age of about 24. The cause of her death is unknown,
but it is believed that she may have died from complications of childbirth.

Legacy



Sacagawea is remembered as a pioneer and a heroine. She was a strong
and courageous woman who played a vital role in the exploration of the
American West. Her story is a reminder of the important contributions that
Native Americans have made to American history.
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Further Reading

Sacagawea, by the Lewis and Clark Foundation

Sacagawea, by the Encyclopedia Britannica
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