
A Year in the Pribilof Islands, 1941-1942
The Pribilof Islands are a group of four islands located in the Bering Sea,
approximately 250 miles southwest of mainland Alaska. The islands are
home to a large population of fur seals, and have been a major source of
fur for centuries.
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In 1941, the United States entered World War II, and the Pribilof Islands
became a strategic military outpost. The islands were home to a number of
military installations, including a naval base, an air base, and a radar
station.

The following is a firsthand account of a year spent on the Pribilof Islands
during World War II. The account was written by a young man named John
T. Armstrong, who worked as a teacher on the islands.

Life on the Pribilof Islands
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Life on the Pribilof Islands was harsh and unforgiving. The islands are
located in a remote area of the Bering Sea, and the weather is often cold,
windy, and rainy. The islands are also home to a number of dangerous
animals, including polar bears, walruses, and sea lions.

Despite the challenges, the people of the Pribilof Islands were a resilient
and resourceful group. They had a strong sense of community, and they
were always willing to help one another.

The people of the Pribilof Islands were also very proud of their heritage.
They had a rich culture, which included traditional songs, dances, and
stories.

Work on the Pribilof Islands

John T. Armstrong worked as a teacher on the Pribilof Islands. He taught a
variety of subjects, including English, math, and history.

Armstrong's work was challenging, but he also found it very rewarding. He
enjoyed teaching the children of the Pribilof Islands, and he was proud to
be a part of their community.

In addition to his teaching duties, Armstrong also worked as a translator for
the military. He translated documents from English into Russian, and he
also helped to interpret for Russian prisoners of war.

Armstrong's work on the Pribilof Islands was a unique and rewarding
experience. He learned a great deal about the islands, their people, and
their culture. He also made lifelong friends, and he developed a deep love
for the Pribilof Islands.



The End of the War

In August 1945, the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Japan. This led to the surrender of Japan, and the end of
World War II.

After the war, the military installations on the Pribilof Islands were closed,
and the islands returned to their former way of life.

John T. Armstrong left the Pribilof Islands in 1946. He went on to have a
successful career as a teacher and a writer. He never forgot his time on the
Pribilof Islands, and he often wrote about his experiences there.

John T. Armstrong's firsthand account of a year spent on the Pribilof Islands
during World War II is a valuable historical document. It provides a unique
glimpse into the lives of the people who lived and worked on the islands
during that tumultuous time.

Armstrong's account is also a reminder of the importance of community
and resilience. The people of the Pribilof Islands faced many challenges
during World War II, but they overcame them through hard work and
dedication.

Today, the Pribilof Islands are a popular tourist destination. Visitors can
learn about the islands' history, culture, and wildlife at the Pribilof Islands
National Wildlife Refuge.
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