
23 Actresses Who Suffered Early Deaths:
Accidents, Missteps, Illnesses, and Other
Tragic Events
The world of entertainment is often filled with glamour and fame, but it can
also be a unforgiving and sometimes dangerous place. Many talented
actresses have been taken from us too soon due to a variety of tragic
circumstances. In this article, we will remember 23 actresses who suffered
early deaths, exploring the accidents, missteps, illnesses, and other factors
that contributed to their untimely passing.

1. Natalie Wood (1938-1981)

Natalie Wood was a child star who rose to fame in the 1950s. She starred
in several classic films, including "Miracle on 34th Street" and "West Side
Story." In 1981, Wood drowned at the age of 43 during a boating trip with
her husband, Robert Wagner, and actor Christopher Walken. The
circumstances surrounding her death remain a mystery to this day.
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2. Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962)

Marilyn Monroe was one of the most iconic actresses of all time. She
starred in dozens of films, including "Gentlemen Prefer Blondes" and
"Some Like It Hot." Monroe struggled with addiction and mental health
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issues throughout her life. In 1962, she died at the age of 36 from a drug
overdose.

Marilyn Monroe

3. Jayne Mansfield (1933-1967)
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Jayne Mansfield was a sex symbol of the 1950s and 1960s. She starred in
films such as "The Girl Can't Help It" and "Will Success Spoil Rock
Hunter?" Mansfield was known for her voluptuous figure and her on-screen
antics. In 1967, she died at the age of 34 in a car accident.

4. Sharon Tate (1943-1969)
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Sharon Tate was an actress and model who was married to director Roman
Polanski. In 1969, Tate was eight months pregnant when she was
murdered by members of the Manson Family. She was 26 years old.

Sharon Tate

5. Dorothy Dandridge (1922-1965)
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Dorothy Dandridge was an actress, singer, and dancer. She was the first
African American woman to be nominated for an Academy Award for Best
Actress. Dandridge died in 1965 at the age of 42 from chronic hepatitis.

6. Elizabeth Taylor (1932-2011)

Elizabeth Taylor was one of the most popular and influential actresses of all
time. She starred in dozens of films, including "Cleopatra" and "Who's
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Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" Taylor died in 2011 at the age of 79 from
congestive heart failure.

Elizabeth Taylor

7. Vivien Leigh (1913-1967)
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Vivien Leigh was an English actress who starred in some of the most iconic
films of all time, including "Gone with the Wind" and "A Streetcar Named
Desire." Leigh struggled with bipolar disorder throughout her life. She died
in 1967 at the age of 53 from tuberculosis.

8. Brittany Murphy (1977-2009)
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Brittany Murphy was a child star who rose to fame in the 1990s. She
starred in films such as "Clueless" and "8 Mile." Murphy died in 2009 at the
age of 32 from pneumonia complicated by anemia.

Brittany Murphy

9. Amy Winehouse (1983-2011)
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Amy Winehouse was a singer and songwriter who rose to fame in the
2000s. She was known for her soulful voice and her troubled personal life.
Winehouse died in 2011 at the age of 27 from alcohol poisoning.

10. Heather O'Rourke (1975-1988)

Heather O'Rourke was a child actress who starred in the "Poltergeist" film
series. She died in 1988 at the age of 12 from septic shock caused by a
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bowel obstruction.

Heather O'Rourke

11. Marilyn Chambers (1952-2009)
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